VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of June 14, 2007 at the M. Egan Center

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Mayor J. Richetelli


M. Ozols, Legislative Aide

Bishop J. Ramirez




R. Gregory, Director of

C. Eaton   (arrived at 8:05)                    Community Development Tom Sheil and John Hammer,            

Aldermanic Liaison                                          Milone & MacBroom                          

Alderman Garbus
Members of the public


P & Z Liaison - N. Seltzer and F. Goodrich

I. Mayor Richetelli called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

II. Consideration of the minutes of the previous meeting was tabled due to lack of a quorum.

III. The Chairman’s report was tabled.

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape – Phase III

Mr. Sheil said that Milone & MacBroom (M&M) had begun work on the sidewalk design.  They were taking the concept from Phase II and applying it to Bridgeport Avenue from Kerema to Naugatuck.  It is approximately 1700 ft of sidewalk.

The diamond art of 4 designs may be enhanced with a couple of other themes.  Businesses will be encouraged to design their own diamonds.  Other amenities would include benches, bike racks and trash receptacles.

The two intersections with traffic signals will have mast arms.  The firm of Barkam & Ness will design signals.  Decorative lights will be placed by the sidewalk.  There are some technical issues with overhead wires.  Landscaping will involve consultation with the Milford Tree Commission.  

The road treatment at the Bridgeport Avenue/Naugatuck Avenue intersection is in question.  DOT does not like the colored pavers that are present at the Gateway.  Must be discussed with DOT.   

There will be no changes in the curb lines, Sheil said.  Rather than design bumpouts that DOT does not approve, M&M will seek other ways to define the parking spaces.

They will work with property owners regarding trees, retaining walls and curb cuts.  A meeting with the utility companies is expected this month.

Mr. Sheil said that the goal of M&M is to move through the design process to go out bid this fall-winter of this year with construction to start in the spring of 2008.

Discussion was held regarding the retaining wall at Alarcon Tire.  It is an issue that will be addressed.

A question was raised about streetscape improvements interfering with future development at the marina.

Mr. Sheil said he was not aware of any plans.  The Mayor said that the City is installing sewers in that area.  Mr. Sheil said M&M would coordinate with all owners of property.

Discussion was held regarding parking of cars that block the sidewalk.  It is an enforcement issue.  The Mayor suggested a letter from the committee to the businesses in question asking them to comply with the law.

Mr. Goodrich inquired about the traffic light at Al Dente’s.  He said traffic lights should be on the same side of the street.  Mr. Sheil said that they must follow DOT requirements.

B. Drainage Study

Mr. Sheil said that a TV inspection of the drainage pipe revealed no obstructions.  Further study is needed.

Mr. Charland offered to assist.  M&M will contact him for input.  The system study is expected to be complete by July 22nd.  A copy of the status report of the study is attached. 

C. Parking Study

Mr. Sheil said that the study identified shortages and surpluses of parking in different areas.  According to current zoning, there are certain areas that have deficits.  Once the area grows, there is the fair assumption that there would be more parking problems.  

The study presents 12 options and Mr. Sheil is seeking comments.  The options are included in a separate document attached to these minutes.

Discussion ensued about the value of the study.  Ms. Seltzer said that she pushed for the study.  It will aid Planning and Zoning in reviewing plans for the area.  The Mayor said that the concept of sharing spaces works well downtown and could work in Devon.  Discussion was held about acquiring property.  Mayor Richetelli said that as properties become available, they would be evaluated for appropriateness for acquisition for additional parking.  The Mayor said we should embrace the opportunity for growth.  Bishop Ramirez said that the parking study is a good tool.  He said we should trust the Planning and Zoning Board to make good decisions.  He is excited about future investment.

D. Welcome to Devon – No report

E. Devon Day

Ms. Seltzer asked if the committee wanted to sell bricks on the day.  If they did, they could share the Devon Day booth.  Devon Day will be July 21st from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  A fundraiser will be held June 26th.  The surrey bike is assembled and ready to go.  WICC is helping with the publicity.  Milford Bank and M&M are sponsors.  Seven kids applied for miss and master Devon.  M&M will have storyboards with the streetscape design.  Bishop Ramirez offered parking from church facilities and financial assistance.

F. Honorary Signs

Alderman Garbus said that directional signs are needed at Beaverbrook and Walnut Beach.  We should do it now.  The Mayor said that the downtown sign study is ongoing and should yield results that could apply elsewhere.  Garbus complained that funding has not been made available to Walnut Beach.  The Mayor noted that the boardwalk is in design phase now.

G. Planter Arms

Ms. Eaton reported that she is talking to people and has drawings.  She is working on the watering situation.

H. Other 

Mr. Koslowski complained that the old Shell station looked terrible, questioned where one parked at Liberty Rock, said the clock is rusting, there are fractures in the wall at the park, the rails are peeling, and questioned who is going to maintain the trees that will be planted.  Ms. Eaton said that businesses could adopt an area to maintain it.

V. New Business

A. Facade Loan/Grant Program

Bishop Ramirez suggested a subcommittee could be formed to develop guidelines.

B. Graffiti

According to the Mayor, graffiti is a big problem in the City.  The police have arrested seven juveniles who will be prosecuted.  The City will ask for maximum fines and community service to clean up their work.  General discussion and some suggestions were made regarding the problem including surveillance cameras.    

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
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