VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of August 27, 2008 at the M. Egan Center

Present:

Committee Members:  
Speaker of the House James Amann

Senator Gayle Slossberg

Mayor James Richetelli

Elizabeth Ditchkus

Christina D’Arcangelo

Others:
Robert Gregory, Director of Community Development



Tom Sheil, Milone & MacBroom



Alderwoman Suzanne Manning

I. Speaker Amann called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

II. The minutes of the meeting of August 5, 2008, were accepted as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report - The Chair asked the Committee to move the issue of drainage up on the agenda.  A motion was made and seconded to move the drainage to this point.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

IV. Old Business

A.  Drainage


Speaker Amann presented background on the issue.  He said that the Devon Revitalization Committee was never charged with the responsibility of the drainage issue.  During the course of meetings the issue was brought to the forefront.  The DRC decided to take on the responsibility.  Funds were allocated for a study of the drainage issue.

Mayor Richetelli said that he was made aware of the problem in 2002.  He included the project in his 2003 Capitol Improvements Plan.  In 2007, he went to the Board of Aldermen and they approved $800,000 in bonding for the project.  Milone and MacBroom were hired to do a study of the problem.  Basically the problem is that the pipe down Naugatuck Avenue is too small.  The solution involved the DOT because much of the water comes down Bridgeport Avenue, a state road.  

The solution proposed by the study recommends two alternatives.  One would separate the flow from the state road from the local system.  The other, a less expensive alternative, would bring the water from the state road into the local system and out to Beaver Brook.  

The cost to the City would be $1.7 million.  Adding available Urban Funds to the $800,000 would give the City enough to complete its portion.  The question is whether or not it would make sense to do the City portion without the DOT portion of the solution.  Chairman Amann said that there would be a meeting with DOT in the next couple of weeks.       

Members of the audience relayed their experiences with the flooding.  A number of people said it was the worst that it has ever been.  There was an inquiry about the lack of emergency personnel in the area.  The Mayor said that police and fire were very busy with downed power lines and other issues.  Alderwoman Manning was asked to set up a meeting with emergency responders.  Senator Slossberg said that perhaps there could be a volunteer effort to assist in times of emergency.

The Mayor said that the City would have to go through an RFP process for a design firm to develop the specifications for the drainage project.

The question was raised as to the effectiveness of doing just the City side of the project.  Mr. Sheil said that the people who did the study could better answer that question.  Chairman Amann asked if they could be at the DOT/City meeting.  Mr. Sheil said he would arrange for their appearance.

B. Streetscape – Phase III

Senator Slossberg reported that she had facilitated a meeting with DOT that resolved all issues with Phase III.  A few details remain that the City is addressing.  

Mr. Sheil said that we received 4 bids that were opened on August 18th.   G. Pic and Sons submitted the low bid of $1.991 million.  They are currently reviewing the details and will be making a recommendation to the City.  He does not anticipate any problems.  The next step would be the award of the contract.  He expects that the contractor might be able to begin work in late September.

Mr. Sheil said that there were two alternates in the bid process for improvements at the intersection of Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues.  The stamped concrete pavers option was $215,000 and the inlayed design came in at $132,000.  The choice for the Committee is to accept either option or leave pavement as is.

A motion was made and seconded to leave the pavement as is because of the possibility of the drainage work disrupting the new work.  This item could be rebid at a later date.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

A motion was made and seconded to put loop detectors in the road as part of the resignalization.

Mr. Gregory said that the loop detectors recognize cars and change the signals at the off peak hours.  They would be at Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues and would not address the signals at Ormond and Spring.  After discussion, it was agreed to request that the lights be left on and not switched to blinkers until 12 midnight.

Because the loop detectors would add $10,000 to the project, they are not required by DOT, and would not solve any problem, the motion and second were withdrawn.

Mr. Gregory said that the planter arm recommended by the manufacturer had been bid.  The Committee had entertained the possibility of a specially designed planter/banner arm.  The manufacturers warrantee would be invalid.  The City PW department recommends the manufacturer’s designer arm.  

Mr. Gregory said the fountain was an issue also.  

The Committee decided to wait on a decision until Ms. Eaton could be present. 

Mr. Gregory said that the owner of Bel Air Auto Sales does not want the planned trees on his property.  He is concerned about sap dropping on his cars.

A motion was made and seconded to eliminate the two trees on the Bel Air property.






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Gregory requested assistance in getting the agreements from the property owners.

C. Welcome to Devon

It was noted that the lampposts and flagpole are on order.  The Mayor noted that the lampposts were $4,000 each more than the downtown ones.  

D. Devon Day

Ms. Seltzer reported that the financial report was finished.  If she doesn’t get reimbursed, the account will be $1,200 in the black.  The $10,000 grant has not arrived.  The Speaker asked Mr. Gregory to check on the process.

E. Clock

Mr. Gregory reported that the clock is not working.  He spent many hours programming the clock.  He has contacted the company.  He will be requesting a new component.

F. Property at 120 Bridgeport Avenue

Ms. D’Arcangelo abstained from any discussion or voting on this issue.  

Discussion was held on the parking situation in Devon.  A total of 12 spaces could be created on the site if access was granted through the adjoining property.  Discussion continued on the need for additional parking, cost, and funding availability.     

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the City to obtain 2 appraisals and to enter into a discussion with the adjoining property owner regarding an easement.

The motion was amended to have the appraisals reflect with and without the easement for access through the adjoining property.


The amendment PASSED WITH ONE ABSTENTION.


The original motion PASSED WITH ONE ABSTENTION.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Gregory
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