VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

March 9, 2006
The Village of Devon Revitalization Committee held a meeting on Thursday, March 9, 2006 at the Egan Center.

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker of the House J. Amann
T. Sheil, Milone & MacBroom

C. Eaton





R. Gregory, Community Dev. 

C. D’Archangelo                                                                  

L. Ditchkus





M. Ozols, Legislative Office 







Liaison

Aldermanic Liaisons



P & Z Liaison
Ald. Garbus





N. Seltzer








F. Goodrich

Advisory Committee Members


C. Robert Vargo


Other members of the public were present as listed on the enclosed sign-in sheet.

Committee member Ditchkus chaired the meeting at the request of Speaker Amann.

I. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

II. 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of February 9, 2006.  






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

III.
Chairman’s Report


Speaker Amann reported that he hoped to have good news next month.

IV.
Devon Summer Events

Ms. Seltzer reported that she had obtained an additional sponsor and quotes on the website design.

V. Streetscape

Mr. Sheil reported that one bid had been received for the diamond paver art from Wausau Tile.  He said that they were a good company and that Milone & MacBroom had done business with them before.  In talking with the company, they thought they could deliver to the site by April 21st.  Sheil recommended approval of the bid.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the bid of $11,397.00 for 60 diamond pavers.

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Sheil said that the utility companies are going to begin their work with the upgrading of the gas lines.  We will be coordinating our work with them.

Ms. Ditchkus asked if we could request a review by SBC/AT&T of the number of necessary poles.  Mr. Sheil said we would make that request.

VI. Old Business

A. Sidewalk at 30 Bridgeport Ave

Mr. Gregory said he would contact the contractor (G. Pic) that is doing the job at Naugatuck Ave and ask him to grind down the granite curbing.

    B.  Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus reiterated the need for an ordinance to combat blight.  Ms. D’Archangelo inquired about the ordinance that she has been asking about for eight months.  Speaker Amann suggested a positive approach rather than a negative approach.  Ms. Ditchkus said that we need a more forceful approach.  Bridgeport’s $100 a day fine was referenced.  Mr. Saley asked about street sweeping.  Speaker Amann will ask DOT to do more.  

Ms. Ditchkus needs a letter for her grandson for his volunteer work.  Mr. Gregory will expedite.

Ms. D’Archangelo said that there should be a welcoming committee for new businesses.  A subcommittee will be formed. 

Speaker Amann said that the Milford Chamber should be involved in Devon possibly sponsoring a Business After Hours.  A letter will be sent to the Chamber requesting their involvement.

C.  Street Name Change

Ald. Garbus said that the proposal would be on the Planning & Zoning agenda on Tuesday, March 21, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall.  He asked for support from the committee.  

D. Clock Status

Mr. Gregory reported that the granite had been delivered and put in place by the contractor.  He will now coordinate with Public Works and the clock installers for the erection of the clock.  He expects that it will be done before Easter. 

E. Memorial Brick Program

Mr. Gregory reported that the city is establishing a special fund to handle the money from the program.  He asked what the money over and above the cost of the bricks would be spent for.  The Speaker said that it was his understanding that it would be for Devon Day.  The committee agreed.

VII.    New Business

A. Parking 

Ms. D’Archangleo expressed the concern for additional parking in Devon center.  She said there was a need for more businesses to come to the area.  Ms. Seltzer said there is a need for a parking and traffic study.  Devon businesses have trouble with the parking restrictions of Planning & Zoning.  

The Speaker noted that there was funding budgeted for acquisition of property for parking in the next funding phase.                                                                                                                           

There was general discussion about parking and traffic in Devon.  Mr. Saley cited South Norwalk as an example of what could be done in Devon.  He mentioned his problems with zoning. 

Ald. Garbus warned about taking down too many buildings, and not leaving enough for developing a business community.  

There was a general consensus that a study was needed.

B. Special Exception

Mr. Dennis Conroy asked the committee for support for a special exception for a power-sports business that he is seeking for Flagship Marina property.  Currently it is limited to boating uses.  He wants to put a motorcycle shop in with jet skis.  Mr. Conroy said that McNeice has had difficulty renting to a water-related business.  The committee had differing opinions on the proposal resulting in no action taken.

C. Sewers

Mr. Gregory reported that $36 million had been received for upgrades to the Housatonic River plant.  Additional funding is still needed for upgrades to Beaverbrook, which serves the Devon area.  The city will continue to fight for funding.  The Sewer Commission has been asked by the mayor to look at a special zone within the larger Devon zone to allow for more development.

D. April Meeting

Speaker asked if the meeting date could be adjusted to coordinate with the clock placement on a Saturday in April.        

With no other business to come before the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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