VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

April 8, 2006

The Village of Devon Revitalization Committee held a meeting on Saturday, April 8, 2006 at Al Dente’s Restaurant, 128 Bridgeport Ave.

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker of the House J. Amann


Mayor James Richetelli



R. Gregory, Community Dev. 

L. Ditchkus





 

C. Eaton                                                                       

Aldermanic Liaisons



P & Z Liaison
Ald. Garbus





N. Seltzer

Ald. Hardiman




F. Goodrich





Advisory Committee Members

C. Robert Vargo

Others present     D. Grace, T. Grace, R. Thomas, D. Bagley, C. Saley

I. Call to Order

Chairman Amann called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.

II. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of March 9, 2006 were accepted as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report

Speaker Amann reported that we were successful in obtaining a $2.5 million grant for the next phase of revitalization in Devon.  He indicated that he was asking for $2.5 million in next year’s budget and $5 million in the future.  Amann said he is looking for an infusion of private funding.  

Mr. Goodrich said that Mr. Saley has proposed a restaurant in the old church on Bridgeport Ave.  The mayor said that there would be a request to close Intervale and create a cul de sac that would allow for public parking.

Mayor Richetelli said that Westcott & Mapes had done a study on the Devon area and there would not be enough capacity in the system to accept an increase for the entire area.  The mayor requested a special district within the Devon district.  This request was granted and there was an increase from 3,500 gallons an acre to 7,500 along Bridgeport Ave.

The speaker indicated there was another request for $1 million for Walnut Beach that should be on the bond agenda soon.

IV.
Devon Summer Events
Ms. Seltzer asked Rob Thomas to comment on Devon Rotary involvement.  Mr. Thomas reported that Devon Rotary put the flagpole at the entranceway to Devon and was committed to revitalization.  He was on a subcommittee for Devon Day.  They were working on the Walnut Beach pavilion and Liberty Rock Park.

Ms. Ditchkus suggested a clock at Liberty Rock; however, not as big or as expensive as the current one.  She estimated a cost of $12,000.

Ms. Seltzer said that Minute Man Press would do all the signs.  Mr. & Mrs. Magic, psychic reader, and the stagecoach are set.  Still in the works are a website, insurance and port-a-potties.  Steve D’Agostino had been booked for June 13 and Dawn and Greg for a date in July.

V.
Streetscape
A. Request to Extend the Sidewalk

Speaker Amann said that a request had been made to extend the sidewalk beyond the line established in the bid package.  The mayor made a motion to extend the sidewalk on the west side of Naugatuck Ave 80’ in front of the Flynn’s property and on the east side of Naugatuck Ave for 100’ in front of St. Ann Church.  The motion was seconded.  After discussion, the motion was passed.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
The speaker requested that Mr. Gregory research the exact boundaries of Devon.

B. Planter arms on lampposts

Mr. Gregory said that the specifications did not include planter arms on the lampposts.  At the request of Ms. Eaton, Milone & MacBroom had the company supplying the lampposts, Lumec, supply lampposts strong enough to support planter arms at no extra cost to the city.  Arms can be added later at an estimated cost of $325 per pole.  The speaker requested input into how planter arms are spaced in other communities.  

C. Construction progress

Mr. Gregory reported that the contractor was going to do a mock-up of the sidewalk on Monday.  Construction would start next week.

VI.
Old Business
A. Welcome to Devon…No report

B. Street Name Change

Alderman Garbus asked the committee for support at the April 18th meeting of Planning & Zoning for the honorary name changes.

C. Clock Play List

The committee decided that the clock should play at noon, 3 and 6 p.m.  Songs selected included Salve Regina, Younger Than Springtime, and Morning is Broken.

D. Memorial Brick Program

Mr. Gregory reported that 63 bricks had been purchased.  He requested a decision on the font for the bricks.  After discussion, the committee voted to have “WINDSOR” as the font for the bricks.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

VII. New Business

A. Mr. Saley arrived and said that he has two plans for 49 Bridgeport Ave.  One concept would involve the closing of Intervale with a retaining wall built.  That concept would increase the parking by 15 spaces.  He thinks it is a win-win situation.

B. Budget for new grant (Phase III)

Mr. Gregory said he had submitted the following budget for the next $2.5 million:



Construction of Streetscape
$2,000,000



Design Consultant

     100,000



Property Acquisition

     300,000



Storefront Loan Program
     100,000

The committee voted to accept the budget as proposed.






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY


The speaker said that the dedication of the clock would be rescheduled.

With no further business to be conducted, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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