VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

August 10, 2006
The Village of Devon Revitalization Committee held a meeting on Thursday, August 10, 2006 at the Egan Center.

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker of the House J. Amann
T. Sheil, Milone & MacBroom

Senator G. Slossberg
D. Slossar, Milone & MacBroom

Bishop J. Ramirez
M. Ozols, Legislative Office

C. Eaton






Liaison

C. D’Archangelo




J. O’Connell

L. Ditchkus







Aldermanic Liaisons



P & Z Liaison
Ald. Garbus





N. Seltzer

Ald. Hardiman




F. Goodrich

Advisory Committee Members


C. Robert Vargo

W. Kowalski


Others present:  V. Averaino, E & P Flynn, T. Jagodzinski, K. Rose, R. Macaluso 

I. Speaker Amann called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

II. The minutes of the meeting of June 8, 2006, were accepted as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report – Speaker Amann nothing new to report, other than that the sidewalks and lights were being installed and things were starting to look really nice.  Kudos to Marty, Linda, and Nancy on the tremendous job on Devon Day.  It was the best one yet.  

IV. DOT Representatives – Reported that there will actually be less closings of the Washington Bridge than contracted.  The contract allows for 8 single night closings, but none have been taken to date.  One night closing may be needed sometime in September.  There is also one more closing anticipated for October.  Work was progressing.  

A question arose regarding state signage for “Entering Milford,” as there was a sign for “Entering Stratford.”  The DOT will investigate.  

Other questions arose regarding the fading paint on the crosswalks as well as reflectors/improved lighting for the esplanade (near the “Established in 1639”) area.  The DOT will also investigate these concerns.  

A complaint was also made that the street sweeper had not come in time for Devon Day as requested.  Only once in the past three years had the street sweeper come prior to Devon Day as requested.  The DOT will also investigate this issue.

V. Devon Summer Events – Nanci Seltzer reported that all went well.  The stagecoach was a huge success as well as all the kiddie inflatables.  The location and price ($5 all day pass) for the inflatables worked out well and is planned for a repeat next year.  The Devon Rotary Pavilion at Walnut Beach had wonderful acoustics and worked out very well for the musical events.  The Devon Day Committee has already begun working on next year’s event.  Their next meeting is scheduled for September 12 at 7:30 p.m.

VI. Streetscape – Tom Sheil reported that the streetscape work is moving along very nicely.  It is anticipated that G. Pic will be completing the work by September 1, 2006.  The lights are going up now, and the fencing will be coming in.  Most of the landscaping is in.  Change Orders are being addressed by the City for a 17’ work extension along 609 Naugatuck Avenue as well as some stoop repair work at 594-596 Naugatuck Avenue.  The fencing by the bus shelter is in the works and will be taken care of within the contract and will not need a change order.  The contractor will provide a Change Order request for grinding down the granite curb at 30 Bridgeport Avenue.  Change order #3 was submitted for approval for work at 587 Naugatuck Avenue to remove existing asphalt and replace with a brick paver sidewalk.  G. Pic will be installing a drywell in front of C & R Cleaners as well as repairs at 580 Naugatuck Avenue.  Things are going fairly smoothly.  

VII.
Old Business

A.  Welcome to Devon – Ms. Ditchkus offered to provide bulbs to plant by the sign, if someone could offer to do the gardening.  

Ms. Ditchkus also said she had spoken to Mr. Gregory about the clock and that the new box had been received, replacing the one that had been damaged by water.  The songs were soon to be programmed by Mr. Gregory.

Ms. Ditchkus said that signage would be addressed at a later time.

B. Honorary Street Names – Mr. Garbus said that the street names would be addressed as part of the signage study.

VIII.
New Business

A.  Selection procedure for design firm for Phase III – John O’Connell reported that a scope of work should be developed and presented to the firms that were qualified in the selection process for Phase II.  Those firms would then submit cost estimates for the work to be preformed.  The committee would make a selection based on those proposals.    

B. Proposal for Parking Study – Tom Sheil presented Milone & MacBroom’s proposal for the on and off-street parking study.  He said the fee would be $13,000 as specified in the proposal.  

Bishop Ramirez raised a question regarding the timetable.  Mr. Sheil replied they could start whenever directed to do so, and it would roughly be a three month process.

Discussion was held regarding the scope of the project.  The desired parameters are from Rivercliff Drive to the Doyle Funeral Home on Bridgeport Avenue.  The committee decided to refer the negotiations regarding the desired parameters and the fee to Robert Gregory.

IX.
Other Business

A. Bridgeport Ave/Riverside Sewer Project – Ray Macaluso reported that issues with McNeece had been settled.  Once a redesign is finished the city will go out to bid.  

B. Milford Progress Signage Study – Ray Macaluso said that a consultant would be selected soon.  

C.  Liberty Rock Park Construction – Ray Macaluso indicated that construction would be completed by September.

D. Invitations to events – John O’Connell said that attention should be given to an invitation list so that no one feels excluded.

A motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn the meeting at 9 p.m.
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