VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

October 12, 2006 at the M. Egan Center

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker of the House J. Amann
T. Sheil, Milone & MacBroom

Mayor J. Richetelli
R. Gregory, Director of Community

Bishop J. Ramirez
Development

C. Eaton






C. D’Archangelo






L. Ditchkus







Aldermanic Liaisons



P & Z Liaison
Ald. Garbus





N. Seltzer

Ald. Hardiman




F. Goodrich

Advisory Committee Members


C. Robert Vargo

UI Representatives

R. Judson and P. Constable

Others present:  A. Charland, F. Rohrig, W. Dale, B. Kolwicz, E & P Flynn, R. Macaluso, Fr. T. Piaszynski, E. Caprio, Ald. Lambert, S. Manning, and others.  

I. Mayor Richetelli called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.  He said that the dedication of Liberty Rock would take place on Veterans Day, November 11, 2006, at 10 a.m.  He thanked Devon Rotary for their contributions to Liberty Rock. 

II. The minutes of August 10, 2006, were accepted as presented.

III. Devon Summer Events – Ms. Seltzer reported that the committee was looking into a parade for next year.  Three concerts would be held next year on May 19, June 23, and Aug 25.  Devon Day for 2007 would be July 21.  The Committee is considering fundraisers, including a trip to Mohegan Sun.  Ms. Seltzer said she is working to close streets around Grove Circle to make it safer for kids.  She is trying to get four hours for the horse and buggy.

IV. Streetscape

A. Construction progress – Mr. Sheil reported that the work was essentially complete.  There are a few remaining items.  The covers for the streetlights are coming Oct 23.  The issue of the stoop on Naugatuck Avenue may have to wait for a resolution.  The mayor said that he signed the documents for the next $2.5 million.  

B.
Planter Brackets – Ms. Eaton said that there was an estimated cost of $350 per pole.  A motion was made and seconded to appropriate funding for 25 brackets.  Concerns were expressed over maintainence and vandalism.  A motion was made and seconded to table until more information could be obtained.






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

V.
Old Business

A. Welcome to Devon – Ms. Ditchkus said that she was looking for someone to plant bulbs at the sign.  Ms. Seltzer said that she had already planted the bulbs.

B.  Liberty Rock – Mr. Macaluso said that there were a few things left for the contractor to finish up.  He reminded people to access the park from Oldroyd Street.  The Committee expressed their appreciation to Devon Rotary and the Public Works Department.

C.  Proposal for Parking Study – Mr. Gregory said the revised proposal from Milone & MacBroom was in the package of material.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the proposal at a cost of $15,000.  Discussion was held regarding details of the study.  Mr. Sheil said that the base study would be based on existing zoning.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

D. Proposal for Sign Study – Mr. Macaluso said that MPI had interviewed 13 firms and had selected Wilbur Smith Associates.  The study would be separate from the downtown study, but cost savings would be realized by having the same firm do both studies.  He said the Devon portion would cover the CBD2 zone on Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues.  There would be two separate contracts.  Attorney Kapusta will review the contracts on a pro bono basis.  Responding to questions, Mr. Macaluso said that the study would look at the sign regulations and make recommendation to the Planning and Zoning Board.  The goal was to “tighten up” the regulations.  Another phase would address “way finding” signage that would provide better directional signage.

A motion was made and seconded to appropriate $41,000 for a sign study by Wilbur Smith Associates.







PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

VI. New Business

A.
Flooding on Naugatuck Avenue – Mayor Richetelli introduced Mr. Charland.  Mr. Charland said that he was a parishioner of St. Ann’s and outlined the flooding problems at the church over the years.  He said the water damage has been an ongoing problem, but has gotten worse over the last three years.  He recommended a new storm drain be placed in the street.  The mayor said that Mr. Rohrig had brought the matter to his attention three years ago so he had the Public Works Department clean the catch basins and the pipes and added catch basins.  The problem, as outlined by Mr. Charland, is that the pipe is to narrow to carry the water and the outlet is under water.  When there is a high tide, water backs up into the pipe.


Mr. Rohrig presented a letter and a petition asking for relief from the problem.  He said the issue goes back three decades and nothing has been done.  He cited the costs to all from the constant flooding.  Rohrig noted the work just done has plants coming through the bricks and sand washed away.  It will only continue to get worse.  


Mr. Dale, who owns property at 547 Naugatuck Avenue, presented pictures to the committee showing the water backing up 42’ from the street.  His tenants can’t get out.  Last night they were flooded again.  He said a 24” pipe was installed in 1938 and it is inadequate to handle the flow of water.  Dale said we are a little behind the times.  


Mr. Cappriolla, a parishioner of St Ann’s, said that the flooding was getting worse in the last three years.  


Mayor Richetelli said that flooding has been a problem for 40 years and he is trying to do something.  It will take a major project to solve the problem.  Funding must be allocated in the next year to 18 months.  He will seek bids to solve the problem; but first there has to be a study to determine costs.


A motion was made by the mayor, and seconded by the Speaker, to hire a consultant to do a study and provide a cost estimate of the project to alleviate flooding on Naugatuck Avenue.

Discussion was held.  Mr. Goodrich suggested the aggrieved parties contact their aldermen.  Bishop Ramierz said the Committee would support efforts to correct the problem.  Alderwoman Lambert said that it should be pushed through as soon as possible.  Mr. Kolwicz said the city should use its on-call consultant.  The mayor said that the city would seek bids.  


Mayor Richetelli announced the formation of an ad hoc committee to guide the process.  Serving would be Messrs. Kolwicz, Charland, Rohrig, Dale and Speaker Amann.


MOTION TO HIRE A CONSULTANT FOR THE NAUGATUCK AVE FLOODING: 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
 

(Speaker Amann had arrived during the proceeding discussion and assumed the chair.)

B. Procedure for selecting a design firm for Phase III. – Mr. Gregory presented two options for the selection process.  The Committee could send a request for proposals with cost estimates to the three firms that were interviewed for Phase II; or, they could send out a request for qualifications and go through the interview process.

A motion was made by the mayor and seconded by Ms. D’Archangelo to send RFP’s to the three consultants:  Milone & MacBroom, Diversified Technologies Consultants, and STV.






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
VII. Chairman’s Report - Speaker Amann said that he would not be available for the next meeting.  He has requested $5 million for the next phase.

VIII. Underground Utilities on US1 – UI Representatives – UI Rep Judd said that the figure they gave at the last meeting was a ballpark figure.  Costs have gone up since then.  UI would treat this as a DOT project.  Preliminary engineering by UI is only one component.  Other companies like Fibertech, AT&T, and Cablevision are involved.  There is street lighting and traffic signals to be dealt with.

Speaker Amann said that he knows it is expensive, but he feels very strongly that it is the right thing to do.  The lines are visual pollution, and to get rid of them would be a big change.  If the state is willing to put more money in, then we can leave a legacy.  He said we should do it right the first time.

The mayor asked if DOT would take the lead as the coordinating agency.  Mr. Judd said that in cases where DOT is the lead agency, they call everyone in and a plan is developed.  The Speaker indicated that DOT needs more manpower to complete its job.  A motion was made by the mayor and seconded to have the Speaker work with DOT and the utilities to develop a plan. 






PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Further discussion addressed possible disruption to the neighborhood.  UI representatives said they presented the most cost efficient plan.  Other plans would be more costly.  It was agreed that various options would have to be evaluated before any plan was adopted.
IX. Other Business

Ms. D’Archangelo said that the bridge would be closed this weekend.  She hoped for the last time, and she thanked everyone for their support.

Mr. Gregory said that the clock was subject to constant flooding which has ruined the electronics that play the music.  He was waiting for a response from the Verdin Company, but felt that the solution was a separate waterproof box for the electronics.

Ms. Manning said that underground wiring at the gateway to Devon was causing problems with telephone service in the area.

Mr. Flynn asked when uniform colors on the buildings were going to be required.  The Speaker responded that a façade program was going to be included in the next phase.

Mr. Flynn asked why the lights on the bridge didn’t match the streetlamps in the park.  The Speaker said that we tried to get them changed, but we didn’t have the funds at the time.  Ms. Ditchkus said we did get them changed from a more ugly looking light.  

The chair adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.

PAGE  
4

