VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITILIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

January 12, 2006

The Village of Devon Revitalization Committee held a meeting on Thursday, January 12, 2006 at the Egan Center.  Chairman Amann called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker of the House J. Amann
T. Sheil, Milone & MacBroom

Senator G. Slossberg



R. Gregory, Community Dev. 

C. D’Archangelo                                         R. Macaluso, Westcott&Mapes                         

L. Ditchkus





M. Ozols, Legislative Office 

C. Eaton                                                                       Liaison

Bishop Ramirez

Aldermanic Liaisons



P & Z Liaison
Ald. Garbus





N. Seltzer

Ald. Hardiman






Advisory Committee Members


DOT Representatives

C. Robert Vargo
M. Rolfe, S. DiGiovanna, J. Pelletier, T. Woodward

Members of the public also present as per the attached attendance sheets.





I.       Chairman Amann called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

II. Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Ditchkus and seconded by Ms. Eaton to accept the minutes of November 17, 2005.




PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

III. Chairman’s Report

Speaker Amann reported that he was pleased to see a large turnout.  He also thanked those who had invested in Devon and those that continue to improve the area.  Amann noted the interest in Devon from developers.

IV. Devon Summer Events

Taste of Devon is a new idea that is being developed.  Media contacts are being developed.  Party People will supply various games and rides.  Rumrunners will be one band with another to be named later.  The committee is looking at a “Passport to Devon” program.  Three of six summer concerts are booked.

V. Streetscape

Mr. Sheil reported that the contract has been awarded to G. Pic and Sons.  They have a good reputation and have done quality work for the city on other projects.  A pre-construction meeting will be held soon with construction to begin in the spring.  Milone & MacBroom will work with the Tree Commission.  In response to a question from Ms. Ditchkus, Mr. Sheil responded that the contractor did not have a start date but did have a time frame to complete the project.  A start date will be determined at the pre-construction meeting.  The work will be divided into four quadrants.  The sequence of the quadrant work will also be determined at the meeting.  Mr. Sheil said that the work would be coordinated with the utilities.

In response to a question from Senator Slossberg, Mr. Gregory said all property owners had been contacted, an informational meeting held and his office had responded to questions from individual property owners.  All property owners will be notified when work is to begin.          

A motion was made, seconded and passed to advance the agenda item “Sewer Update” to this time.

VI. Sewer Update

Mr. Macaluso from Westcott and Mapes introduced himself.  His company serves as a consultant to the Sewer Commission.  He discussed the sewer upgrades that affect Devon.  The Beaverbrook plant is very important to Devon.  If Beaverbrook is not upgraded, sewer allotments to Devon cannot be increased.  The current formula is 3,000 gallons per acre in the Devon area special district that runs along Bridgeport and Naugatuck Avenues.  Mr. Macaluso credited the legislative delegation for their assistance in getting a meeting with DEP to discuss Milford’s case for funding for the sewer system.  

In reply to a question from Ms. Ditchkus, Mr. Macaluso said that if the improvements were made to the system, the allocation could increase to the Devon area special district.

Mr. Saley asked if a smaller area could be identified and gallonage increased there.  Mr. Macaluso said that would be up to land use agencies.  Discussion was held regarding the capacity of the Beaverbrook plant.

Sen. Slossberg thanked Mr. Macaluso for his involvement in the process of sewer upgrades and asked several questions related to the sewer system and future projects.  Mr. Macaluso replied that the total picture is analyzed based on land use, not a specific project.  The sewer siphon project helps the flow and was considered in the analysis.  Macaluso said that there are several I & I projects ongoing including one on East Broadway.

Bishop Ramierz asked what the prospects were for a DEP reversal of this policy decision.  Mr. Macaluso was confident that DEP would see the value of Milford’s presentation.

Mr. Macaluso presented the infill plan to add sewers to the western end of Bridgeport Ave. by running the line through the backyards of the various properties.  Easements from the property owners will be obtained.  Responding to questions, Macaluso said this project will not increase capacity and all proposals will have to meet the formula of 3,000 gallons per acre.

In addition, Macaluso said, the Sewer Commission approved use of internal grease traps for Class 3 restaurants.  This move will assist economic development.

Ald. Garbus thanked Mr. Macaluso for his involvement in the Walnut Beach pavilion.

VII.  Old Business

A. Washington Bridge Construction

Mark Rolfe, from DOT, introduced other representatives from the department.  Steve DiGiovanna gave a short history of the bridge that was built in 1928.  Current construction started in March of 2005, and the contractor has until August of 2007 to finish.  The cost of the contract was $18 million and, with change orders, will end up around $19.3 million.  There is a possibility that the work will be finished late this year.

Jim Pellitier was introduced.  He gave a detailed Powerpoint presentation of the construction work.  (A list of the road closures was presented and is included as an attachment to these minutes.)  Mr. Pellitier said that the contractor is using the closings for multiple actions.  There may not be as many closings as indicated if everything goes well.  The contractor will receive a $4,000 bonus for each weeknight closure period that is not utilized.  Signage and message boards will indicate closures.  

Ms. D’Archangelo inquired if the February 10-13th closing was set.  It is Valentine’s Day weekend and would seriously affect her business.  DOT said that it was and would be very difficult and costly to change.

Speaker Amann said that we would do everything possible to assist the businesses through this difficult time.  He urged all present to patronize the businesses during this time.   

DOT said that they will provide information through the press, emails and display advertising. 

A request was made for a “Milford” sign on the bridge.


B.
Welcome to Devon



Ms. Ditchkus said the book for Devon is ready to go.  

She said that the Christmas tree was removed and not replaced.  She again reiterated her request for a caretaker for Devon.  Chairman Amann asked that the City respond to the request for a tree at the next meeting.


C.
Street Name Change

Ald. Garbus said that the proposal would be on the agenda for February.

D. Clock Status

Mr. Gregory reported that the contractor is waiting for the granite.  The contractor said that he had talked to the granite company and expected delivery by the end of January-beginning of February.  He would begin construction of the base shortly after arrival of the granite, weather permitting.  Then Mr. Gregory said he would coordinate the erection of the clock with Public Works and the clock technicians.  Committee members expressed their displeasure with the delays.  Mr. Gregory expressed the opinion that the clock would be up by Easter.

E. Memorial Brick Program

Mr. Gregory presented a memorial brick program that he had put together based on other programs.  Bishop Ramierz asked for a more detailed proposal.  Ald. Hardiman asked if we had contacted Orange Ave School.  Mr. Gregory said he was aware of their program.  

VIII. New Business

A. Artist in Devon

Ms. Seltzer said that she had talked to an artist who had developed a business of doing t-shirts and bumper stickers to promote Devon.  

Ms. Seltzer invited everyone to attend Diversity Day for the Anti-Hate Task Force at St. Gabriel’s.  

B. Village District

Tabled

C. Blight Ordinance

The Chair reported that discussions have begun between the city and state to develop a program that would be successful.

D. A presentation to Christina D’Archangelo was made to celebrate the birth of her child.

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:35 p.m, seconded and passed unanimously.   
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