VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of July 14, 2011, Meeting at the M. Egan Center

Present:  Committee Members:  


Vincent Averaimo

Andy Charland

Elizabeth Ditchkus

Bishop Ramirez 






C. Robert Vargo

Others:
Robert Gregory, Liaison to the Committee

Diane Grace, Rep. Kim Rose, Alderman Bob Joy, Planning and Zoning Member George Gasper

I. Chair Ditchkus called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. The minutes of the meeting of May 19, 2011, were approved as presented.

III. Chair Report – None

IV. Old Business

A. Phase IV 

Mr. Gregory presented a change order to add lights and landscaping to the streetscape.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the change order in the amount of $50,312.00 for a total of $209,002.00.




APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Gregory thanked Bishop Ramirez for his assistance in providing a staging area for the project on Kingdom Life property.  Work would begin soon.

B. Drainage on Naugatuck Avenue

Mr. Gregory presented information from BL Companies on the plan for drainage.  Work should not interfere with anything that we are doing and will not start until 2013.

The Committee wanted to be sure that the City is aware of the issue of the drainage pipe running under the sidewalk on Naugatuck Avenue.

V. New Business

A. Beautification Awards

Rep. Rose suggested a Beautification Award program similar to Bridgeport’s.  It would involve a recognition plaque on businesses that improved their property.  The Committee reacted favorably to the idea.

B. Façade Program

Rep. Rose suggested a façade improvement program that would offer businesses a financial incentive to improve their properties.  The Committee also liked this idea.  The issue was funding. 

C. Plan of Conservation and Development

Rep. Rose introduced George Gasper from Planning and Zoning.  He will be the liaison to the DRC.  He asked for input to the plan.  The Committee agreed to devote most of the next meeting to this discussion.  Mr. Gregory will provide Committee Members with the Devon section of the current plan.

D. Ambassador Program

Mr. Averaimo suggested a welcome to Devon that would include a visit.  Chair Ditchkus said we send a letter but could upgrade to a visit.

E. Bus Shelter

It is ready to be installed but there is a manpower issue.

Ms. Ditchkus asked that a letter be sent to Public Works (PW).

F. Walk Light

A request will be made to DOT to improve the walk light at Rivercliff.

G. Street Signs

Street signs are on order for Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenue and Rivercliff.  It was also noted that Ellis Street sign had been hit.  Proper signage is needed for the municipal parking lot at 120 Bridgeport Avenue.

H. Wayfinding Sign Project

A design has been selected and a meeting will be held next week with the Mayor.  Gary Wassmer, City Engineer, will oversee the project for the City.

I. GOP Woman

Concern was expressed by the PW decision not to allow flower planting.  It was decided to request a plan from the GOP woman and pursue the matter with the Mayor.

J. Milford Living Story

Mr. Gregory said that Milford Living wanted to do a story about Devon but couldn’t get a good picture because of maintanence issues.  Bishop Ramirez volunteered his youth group to do a cleanup.  

It was decided not to have an August meeting unless necessary.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

K. Complaint

Property owner Diane Grace told a story of difficulty with PZ and the Building Department as she tried to improve her property at 195 Bridgeport Avenue.

Respectfully Submitted

Robert B. Gregory
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