VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of November 25, 2008 at the M. Egan Center

Present

Committee Members:  
Speaker of the House James Amann

Senator Gayle Slossberg

Mayor James Richetelli

Carol Eaton

Elizabeth Ditchkus

Christina D’Arcangelo

Bishop Jay Ramirez

Others:
Robert Gregory, Director of Community Development



Tom Sheil, Milone & MacBroom



Nicole Burnham, Milone & MacBroom



Alderwoman Barbara Lambert

Alderwoman Suzanne Manning



P & Z Frank Goodrich



Devon Day Coordinator Nanci Seltzer

I. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by

Chairman Amann.

II. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of the meeting of 8/27/2008.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

III. Chairman’s Report – The chair had no report.

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape – Phase III

Mr. Gregory reported that a contract had been signed with G. Pic & Sons at the low bid of $1,991,536.25.  G. Pic did Phase II and everyone was pleased that they were the low bidder.  A pre-construction meeting was held 11/18/08 with all the contractors, utilities, DECD, and DOT.  There is an issue with “double wood”.  Some companies with wires on the old poles have not transferred them to the new poles.  The City will continue to work to eliminate as many poles as possible.

DOT came up with two items that must be addressed before permits can be issued.  One requirement is for full-time inspection on the job.  We had only budgeted for part-time inspection.  Another requirement is for a bond from the City to DOT for $750,000.

A motion was made and seconded to authorize a bond to DOT in an amount not to exceed $5,000.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

A motion was made and seconded to authorize expenditure for full-time inspection not to exceed $100,000.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY        

Mr. Sheil reported that once the bond issue has been resolved the contractor could proceed.  A few more agreements need to be signed by property owners.

1. Planter Arms 

Carol Eaton presented a sketch of the planter arm. 

Mr. Sheil said that this would have to be a part of the contractor’s responsibility.  Ms. Eaton will supply the name and address of the manufacturer she has been dealing with.

The issue of banners was discussed.  Currently banners are not allowed under P & Z regulations.  Mr. Gregory will present changes in regulations to P & Z for consideration.  

A motion was made and seconded to accept the

Carol Eaton design of the planter arms.  





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Sheil will report back to the Committee on the cost of the arms. 

2. Fountain

Discussion was held on the location, loss of parking and the issue of vandalism.  

A motion was made and seconded to put the fountain on hold.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

B. Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus reported that welcome letters had been sent to new businesses and to the Valley Yacht Club to thank them for the “Riverlights Lighted Boat Parade”.  Two new hair salons will be opening soon.

Two lampposts were replaced but not lit and one other was knocked down.  Discussion was held on the issue.  PW will be notified.  The City will keep track of which poles get knocked down. 

C. Clock

Mr. Gregory reported that the clock was ready for installation and he will coordinate with PW.  

D. Drainage

Mayor Richetelli reported that the City has applied for $1.2 million from the COG in Urban STIF funds.  That process is fairly lengthy.  The City has $800,000 in approved bond funds.  Mr. Gregory said that the City has gone out for a Request for Qualifications for a consultant to design the bid specs.  Return date is December 12th.

Nicole Burnham responded to questions regarding the difference between work on US 1 and Naugatuck Avenue.  The complete project would be the optimum but work on Naugatuck Avenue would help the drainage problem.

Senator Slossberg warned that funds would be tight in the next two years. 

E. Parking Lot – 120 Bridgeport Avenue

Chairman Amann noted that Ms. D’Arcangelo abstained from any discussion or vote on this issue.

Discussion was held on the issue.  Parking is needed in Devon.  Two appraisals have been obtained, one for $130,000 and one for $180,000.  Concern was expressed for the easement with the adjoining property owner.  

A motion was made and seconded to have the City investigate a permanent written easement with the adjoining property owner at no cost, if successful, then the City would be authorized to enter into negotiations with the property owner for purchase of the property at 120 Bridgeport Avenue.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

The Mayor noted that any purchase is subject to approval by the Planning and Zoning and Board of Aldermen.

   V.  
New Business

It was decided not to meet in December.  An informal gathering will be held at Al Dente’s on December 11th.

Mr. Goodrich offered his congratulations to Speaker Amann for his work in obtaining funding for Devon.  Speaker Amann thanked the Committee and Melissa Ozols for her contribution.

     The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully,

Robert B. Gregory
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