VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of October 8, 2009 at the M. Egan Center

Present:

Committee Members:  
Mayor James Richetelli

Vincent Averaimo

Andy Charland






Elizabeth Ditchkus






Carol Eaton

Others:
Robert Gregory, Director of Community Development




Gary Parker, Milone & MacBroom




P & Z member Frank Goodrich




C. Robert Vargo, Advisor




Suzanne Manning, Alderwoman




Steve D’Agostino

I. Vice Chair Mayor Richetelli called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II. The minutes of the meeting of September 10, 2009, were accepted as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report

It was reported that Representative Barbara Lambert has submitted a bill for an additional $2.5 million for Devon Revitalization and it was included in the approved budget package.  The Vice Chair and the committee expressed appreciation to Rep. Lambert for her hard work on behalf of the Village of Devon.

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape

Mr. Parker from Milone & MacBroom said that the project was 93% complete.  Items remaining include lighting the lights, adding the planter arms, and finishing the traffic signals.

Ms. Ditchkus asked about fencing for 119 Bridgeport Avenue.  Mr. Parker said he had discussed the matter with the property owner.

Mr. Charland inquired about the exposed wires in the lampposts.  Mr. Parker said the covering is coming but it is the contractor’s responsibility.

Ms. Eaton asked about the retaining wall at 18 Bridgeport Avenue.  Mr. Parker said that it has been designed and will be installed shortly.

Mr. Averaimo asked if the additional trees had been added.  Mr. Parker said that trees have been added where the committee requested, the mast arm will be straightened, and the handicapped access of 36” is maintained throughout the project.  

Ms. Ditchkus asked about the snow stakes at the island at Rivercliff.  DOT is responsible and they must stay for the winter.

Mr. Gloates inquired as to why there was a lamppost on the northeast corner of Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues and not on the southeastern corner.  Mr. Parker explained that the building was too close to the street and there was not enough room on the sidewalk.

Mr. Parker also noted that the stop line had been moved back 8’ to allow for a better turning radius.

1. D’Agostino Request

The request for additional fencing at 149 Bridgeport Avenue was discussed.

A motion was made and seconded to add appropriate black decorative fencing to 149 Bridgeport Avenue.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

A motion was made and seconded to add appropriate black decorative fencing to 119 Bridgeport Avenue.




PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

2. Extension of Streetscape  

Mr. Parker said that an estimate had been prepared by Milone & MacBroom to extend the streetscape to Avon Street on the north side of Bridgeport Avenue and to the end of the property line of the Bridgeport Flyer Diner on the south side.  The estimated cost would be $380,000.

Mr. Gregory reported that approximately $350,000 remained after all commitments were satisfied.

Mr. Parker said that there was an estimated savings of $100,000 in the construction contract with G. Pic for Phase III.  Mr. Gregory said that DECD would require a separate bid for the additional work.  Design and engineering, necessary approvals and the bid process could take place over the winter so that construction could begin in the spring.

Mr. Charland inquired about his requested consideration of an addition of sidewalk on Church Street.

A motion was made and seconded that the first priority was to proceed with design and engineering on streetscape extension on Bridgeport Avenue to Avon Street on the north side and past the Bridgeport Flyer on the south side.  The second priority would be to extend the streetscape on Church Street to the church parking lot.




PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

B. Naugatuck Avenue Drainage

Mayor Richetelli explained that 14 issues had arisen in the contract negotiations with BL Companies for design of the drainage system.  All but two had been resolved and he expected them to be resolved before the next meeting.

Mr. Gloates asked if the state was going to do the Bridgeport Avenue part of the drainage situation.  Mayor Richetelli said it was unlikely that the state would participate.

C. 120 Bridgeport Avenue

Mayor Richetelli said that the City now owns the property.  Mr. Gregory said that an estimate of $55,000 had been obtained to pave, light, mark, and landscape the lot.  Permission has been obtained from DECD that allows us to add the cost of finishing the parking lot to the G. Pic contract so that it could be done this year.

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the paving, lighting, and landscaping of 120 Bridgeport Avenue as a

17-car parking lot.




APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

D. Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus reported that she was working with

Linda Stock of the Republican Women on bulb planting.  She supplied the bulb and the women did the planting at the sign location and in the park.

Ms. Ditchkus asked if Public Works could trim the trees keeping the view of the river.  She had a work order number.  The Mayor will follow up.

Several quotes are being sought for the sign at Housatonic River Park. 

Mr. Gregory noted that a new business, f Studio Hair and Makeup had opened at 236 Bridgeport Avenue.  Mayor Richetelli said they have a studio in New York City and Devon.  Mr. Gregory also noted that there is a recording studio called Star Factory in the former UI switching station.

It was noted that the clock was not chiming.  Mr. Gregory said that it had been fixed and was awaiting installation.  Mr. Charland said that installation of a UPS device would prevent the interruption of electricity and he volunteered to work with the City electrician. 

Mr. Charland said that he has had some success in cleaning the diamond art tiles that had been defaced by bike riding vandals.  He is working with G. Pic on a cleaning solution.  Mr. Parker said that G. Pic would clean all the tile before they are finished.   

V. New Business

Alderwoman Manning said that teens had been congregating under the bridge.  It was noted that it was a long time tradition and unless they were conducting illegal activity, there was little that could be done. 

A question was raised about painting of crosswalks.  Mr. Parker said that all crosswalks and parking spaces would be painted with a special epoxy that will last longer than regular paint.

Mr. Averaimo reported that the house at 12 Bridgeport Avenue was in disrepair.  A letter will be sent to the owner.  

The Mayor noted that a new Anti-Blight Ordinance had been approved and that complaint forms were available at the City website.

Mr. D’Agostino said that he had heard that people thought the brick program was over because the sidewalk was installed.  A public relations campaign will be undertaken.

Ms. Manning noted the appearance of the bus shelter.  Mayor Richetelli said that PW was working with the insurance carrier of the driver to get it fixed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert B. Gregory
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