WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

July 10, 2006   Meeting minutes 


The monthly meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order by President Rich Coda at 7:00 PM.  There were 26 people in attendance plus 2 guest speakers.

The secretary’s report was submitted and accepted.

The treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted. The balance was $8020.33. 
Our guests for the evening were Lt. Daniels, 2nd shift supervisor for the lower Devon area and Officer Bassett. Lt. Daniels attended on behalf of Chief Mello who was unable to be present. Lt. Daniels spoke of his 23 years on the police force, mostly in our area, and of the mutual commitment of his police officers and area residents to improve the Walnut Beach area. He described the policy of “walk and talk” in designated areas to familiarize the officers and residents with each other. 

In regards to the ongoing problem of youths congregating, under age drinking and vandalism at the Milford Beach Condominiums Lt. Daniels stated the following:
· Call headquarters so officers in the area can be notified. Calls must be prioritized so be patient. Give a description and last known direction. Certain things are being implemented that can’t be discussed at this time.
· Suzanne and Mike Urban spoke on the “biker bar” (Alfa’s) situation. They have seen motorcycles actually entering the bar, joints smoked in public, after hours bar patronage. They have made repeated calls, taken pictures and marker numbers. Lt. Daniels suggested involving Sgt. Waluski from the traffic division. He also spoke of 1 or 2 plain clothes police being in the area. There are also bike officers in Milford Center, Silver Sands and Walnut Beach.
· At the conclusion of his talk Lt. Daniels and Officer Bassett, along with Condo residents, toured the area in question to see where the youths congregate.

Committee Reports:

Membership-Elvira Prokoski

· 1 new member

Festival-Mary Ann Spangler/Susan Patrick

· Volunteers needed-Roby and Elvira will do the WBA welcome tent during the Festival. Rich needs help with setting up 6pm Saturday evening and cleaning up. Non-profit organizations are welcome. The 5K race will begin at 8am for children and 8:30 for adults; awards will be announced at 9:30am. The Festival begins at 10am. 

Firehouse Gallery-Mary Ann Spangler

· New exhibit “Summer Scapes’ begins Thursday, July 13. The gallery director has left. The garden club is landscaping the gallery premises.

Cookbook-Mary Ann Spangler

· No report

Block watch-Mike Caro

· 2 calls- complaint from Alexandra Winkelman about excessive noise

Publicity-Peggy White

· No report

Grant Funding-Suzanne and Mike Urban

· No report

Aldermanic Liaison-Joe Garbus

· We need to document the promise that was made to Walnut Beach regarding the $1,000,000 for our area. He suggested we send letters to the Governor and the bond commission as well as the Mayor and Speaker of the House. It was suggested we invite Speaker Amann to a meeting.
· An architect has been secured for the Stowe property.

· Joe spoke to someone (Owner of the new condos?) about the construction site mess.

· There was an increase in the matching amount for facade improvements from $200,000 to $400,000.

Planning & Zoning-Nanci Seltzer

· Flag Ship Marina sold to Smith-Craft. There is a request for 2 zoning changes that would affect both Bridgeport Avenue and Naugatuck Avenue. We need commercial use to keep taxes down. 

Revitalization-Suzanne & Mike Urban

· Met with Remax and Walt Nichols and saw drawings for facades for their side of the street. CT Properties is on board. The developer is behind schedule due to weather issues and sewer permits. 
· Rich asked them to follow up about the “end of Naugatuck Avenue” project and see what progress has been made.

Farmers Market-Richard Faun

· Farmers Market well attended-

· Richard Faun has sold his house on Laurel Avenue-the membership in attendance voted unanimously in favor of affording Richard the status of honorary member. A thank you for all his hard work.

Old Business:
· Ellie Benefico reports that the estimate for the weathervane on top of the Rotary Pavilion ranged from $4,000-$6,000. She is looking for other bids. She mentioned she needed computer help. Marty Lippman offered to help.

· Sept. 2 is the dedication of the carousel horse monument. There have been over 200 responses for the memorial bricks so far.

New Business:
· We should have a table at the Farmers Market to provide information about WBA and to sign up new members.

· We need to comprise a list of the accomplishments of the WBA

· There will be no August meeting

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM.

The next meeting of the Walnut Beach Association will be September 11, 2006 at 7PM in Saint Gabriel Parish Hall.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Coda, Secretary
