VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of March 12, 2009 at the M. Egan Center

Present

Committee Members:  
Chairman James Amann





Mayor James Richetelli

Carol Eaton

Elizabeth Ditchkus

Vincent Averaimo

Andy Charland

Others:
Robert Gregory, Director of Community Development



Tom Sheil, Milone & MacBroom

Representative Barbara Lambert



Alderwoman Suzanne Manning



P & Z member Frank Goodrich



Diane Grace

I. Vice Chair Mayor Richetelli called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Mayor Richetelli welcomed Diane Grace as a member of the Advisory Committee, Vincent Averaimo as Senator Slossberg’s appointment and Andy Charland as Representative Lambert’s appointment.

II. The minutes of the meeting of February 12, 2009 were accepted as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report – No Report

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape

Mr. Sheil said a notice to proceed on April 1, 2009, has been issued by the City to G. Pic.  They are preparing to begin. 

Mr. Gregory said they are using 120 Bridgeport Avenue as a staging area and had requested use of the municipal parking lot as additional storage.  The Committee suggested Edgemont Park and the former Berkley Exteriors lot on Naugatuck Avenue as alternatives.

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the use of the parking lot as a last resort if the other areas are not available.





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Sheil presented two options for the “Righteous Kill” diamond art.  After the discussion, the Committee decided on Option 1.

Mr. Gregory noted that 6 right-of-access agreements had not been signed.  We gave the property owners until March 13, 2009, to return a signed document.  If we do not receive a signed agreement by that date we will limit improvements to the state right-of-way.

Discussion was held on the planter arms and banners.

Mr. Gregory reported that he is working with UI to eliminate the “double wood” poles.  

Discussion was held on the type of trees.  Mr. Sheil has consulted with the Tree Commission and incorporated their suggestions.

B. Drainage

Mr. Gregory reported that the City sent out 80 letters requesting qualifications.  12 firms responded.  The Committee decided to interview all 6 firms each night on March 24th and 25th.  Each firm will be given a half-hour to present.

C. 120 Bridgeport Ave

Mayor Richetelli said that Dan Bagley and Christina D’Arcangelo have signed a real estate contract with the City.  A survey of the property is underway.  The terms of the contract are a purchase price of $160,000, subject to approvals by the Planning & Zoning Board (PZ) and Board of Aldermen (BOA) and an easement for a 15’ right-of-access to Ormond Street with the property owner at 128-130 Bridgeport Avenue.  He has scheduled an 8-24 hearing with the PZ Board on March 17, 2009, and if approved, would go to BOA on April 6, 2009.  

D. Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus inquired about the cost of extending the sidewalk approximately 400’ to Bridgeport Flyer Diner and this would be approximately $500,000.  Mr. Gregory reported that after expenses there was approximately $160,000 left.  Ms. Ditchkus urged cost savings so that we could extend the sidewalk as far as possible.  Mayor Richetelli said that Devon had been submitted as a Stimulus project.

E. Additional Bond Cost

Mr. Gregory reported that the DOT requirement for an additional bond for $750,000 cost $10,050.  The Committee had approved $5,000.

A motion was made and seconded to increase the amount of the DOT bond to $10,050.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

F. Clock

Mr. Gregory thought that he had repaired the clock but that it had gone silent again.

V. New Business

Mr. Amann asked about replacement of lights, crosswalks painted and streets cleaned.  Mayor Richetelli said he will check on the status of the lamppost replacement but painting and cleaning were a state responsibility.

Greg D’Agostino requested support from the Committee for a Zoning Board of Appeals request to locate a sign closer to Bridgeport Avenue than allowed by zoning regulations at his business at 149 Bridgeport Avenue.

After discussion, a motion was made and seconded to support

Mr. D’Agostino’s appeal.





 
PASSED BY A VOTE OF 4-2

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted

Robert B. Gregory  
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