VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of March 13, 2008 at the M. Egan Center

Committee Members Present


Also Present
Speaker J. Amann



T. Sheil, 

Mayor J. Richetelli


   Milone & MacBroom

C. D’Arcangelo


M. Ozols, Legislative Aide

Bishop J. Ramirez




R. Gregory, Director of

E. Ditchkus                       
                       Community Development

C. Eaton                   

Aldermanic Liaison                                     P & Z Liaison                        

Alderwoman Manning
K. Rose


F. Goodrich

Kathy Alagno and Lynda Smith Tellier, Milford Progress, Inc.

Press:  Brian McCready, NH Register
I. Mayor Richetelli called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II. The minutes of the meeting of January 10, 2008 were accepted as presented.

III. The Chairman’s Report was tabled.

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape – Phase III

Mr. Sheil reported that the plans are ready to go out to bid but Milone & MacBroom have not received a response from the Traffic Division of DOT.  Because traffic signals are an important component of the project we cannot go out to bid without that response.  Mayor Richetelli suggested a letter from the Speaker, Senator Slossberg and the committee.  Later in the meeting, Speaker Amann said that a meeting would be the best way to get a response.  He will arrange a meeting.

Mr. Sheil addressed the issue of planter arms on the lampposts.  He said that a custom arm as proposed by

Ms. Eaton would invalidate warrantees and guarantees by the manufacturer of the lampposts, material compatibility, wind load and other problems.  He suggested using a planter arm produced by Lumec, the maker of the lampposts.  Discussion ensued around costs, maintainence, and banners.  It was decided to postpone a decision until more information could be presented.

B. Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus said that she had not heard the clock chime.  Mr. Gregory will investigate.  She noted that the white lines had disappeared from the road by the gateway.  DOT will be notified.

C. Devon Day – Summer Events

Ms. Seltzer reported that the fundraiser was successful.  She thanked all that had supported the effort.  The website has been revised.  A road race has evolved into a “family jaunt”.  

D. Drainage Study

A meeting was held on January 18, 2008, with DOT to discuss the drainage study.  There were two alternatives presented by Milone & MacBroom.  One would involve keeping the runoff from US 1 separate from the local drainage system.  DOT said that this was not an issue and that it could be combined with the local system.  That led to the solution that would tie in the runoff from US 1 into the new pipe down Naugatuck Avenue.  The cost for this would be approximately $3.1 million.  

Mayor Richetelli said that $800,000 had been approved for bonding and $1.3 million was available through a regional transportation fund.  It was noted that the Naugatuck Avenue portion of the project could be done independently of DOT participation.

V. New Business

A. Goodrich comments

Recent comments made by Mr. Goodrich to the Board of Alderman regarding the Devon Revitalization Committee (DRC) were presented.  The Mayor cited the resolution that created the DRC.  Mr. Gregory said that a report would be issued to the Board of Alderman.  

B. Sign Study

Lynda Smith Tellier said that Milford Progress Inc. (MPI) had just about completed the first phase of the sign study.  Regulations were currently being circulated among various agencies.

The next phase of the study would be the “wayfinding” portion.  Ms. Tellier said that discussion with the Mayor and others evolved the idea that this part of the study should be for all of Milford, not just downtown.  She asked if Devon would be willing to share in the cost of the study.  The Mayor noted that $40,000 had been approved for the previous study.  A motion was made and seconded to participate in a citywide wayfinding sign study.  An amendment was proposed to spend up to $40,000, pending DECD approval, on the study.  After discussion, the amendment was approved unanimously.  The motion then passed unanimously.

C.  Other Business

Ms. Manning inquired about two issues, Sikorsky Airport and the Devon Power plant.  The Mayor said that he had requested and received representation on the airport study committee.  He will be appointing two people before the next meeting.

The Mayor reported that UI and NRG have a joint venture to upgrade the plant with a modern, cleaner, operation.  This would be a $300 investment.  It is now before the Siting Council.

The Mayor also noted that there would be a public unveiling of the Stowe Farm plan at the Center for the Arts on March 19th.

A question was raised from the public regarding the need for the cobra lights in addition to the sidewalk lampposts.

Mr. Sheil replied that the State requires a certain lumen standard and the sidewalk lampposts do not meet that requirement. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Robert B. Gregory
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