VILLAGE OF DEVON REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes of August 5, 2008 at the M. Egan Center

Present:

Committee Members 

Speaker of the House James Amann

Senator Gayle Slossberg

Carol Eaton

Elizabeth Ditchkus

Christina D’Arcangelo

Others:


Robert Gregory, Director of Community Development


Tom Sheil, Milone & MacBroom


Alderwoman Suzanne Manning


Frank Goodrich, Planning & Zoning member

Kim Rose, Planning & Zoning member

Members of the public

I. Call to Order - The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

II. Minutes - The minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2008, were approved as presented.

III. Chairman’s Report - The Chair noted that there was a small grant amount in the pipeline.

IV. Old Business

A. Streetscape

Tom Sheil reported that we are out to bid.  The bid was advertised on July 21 with a prebid meeting on

July 31.  Twelve to thirteen contractors were present.  The date for bid returns is August 19th.  Mr. Sheil noted material costs are up but it was a good time for bidding with construction to start in the fall.

He was concerned that DOT has not given approval for the traffic signal design.  Plans were sent to DOT and returned with notes.  Design adjusted according to notes and resubmitted.  Returned with more notes.  Plans adjusted according to notes and resubmitted to DOT.  Without DOT approval encroachment agreement from State will not be issued.  Senator Slossberg agreed to facilitate a meeting with DOT.

A question was raised by the Chair regarding the acceptance of the bid.  A motion was made and seconded to allow the City to accept the low bid after review by the City, the State and Milone & MacBroom.  





PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Mr. Sheil said that two options were presented for the intersection of Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues.  The inlaid stamped brick pavers and the inlaid pattern design.  

When questioned about the planter arms, Mr. Sheil said that the Lumec pattern had been specified in the bid package.  Ms. D’Arcangelo questioned the cost.  Ms. Eaton said it was not the design we wanted.  Mr. Goodrich questioned the cost of planter arm maintainence, cost of banners, and cost of plant maintainence.  The Chair asked that this item be placed on the agenda.  Mr. Sheil said a change order could be issued. 

Mr. Sheil went on to say that agreements with the City, DOT and between the City and property owners still had to be executed.  Mr. Gregory said that agreements to the property owners would be out this week.

Ms. D’Arcangelo expressed concern about traffic disruption during construction.  Mr. Sheil noted that the contractor had to meet DOT requirements.  Senator Slossberg requested that the contractor work with the business community to minimize disruption.  Mr. Sheil said that it would be made a part of the preconstruction meeting with the contractor.

A motion was made and seconded to advertise the availability of personalized bricks for Phase III.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Ms. Ditchkus asked about trees.  Mr. Sheil said that shade trees had been replaced with flowering trees.  

Alderwoman Manning asked about traffic signals.  She said there is a long wait at the present time.  Mr. Sheil said the new design would have pedestrian activated signals.

Ms. D’Arcangelo questioned the maintainence of the fountain.  Mr. Sheil said that it would require draining in the winter and turning off the water.  Ms. Eaton questioned the material of the fountain and whether it would last.  Mr. Sheil will investigate.

Mr. Goodrich asked why UI put up new utility poles and did not take down the old ones.  Mr. Gregory will check with UI.  Goodrich also said he believes changes to the municipal parking lot requires P & Z and BOA approval.

B. Welcome to Devon

Ms. Ditchkus said that she was concerned about grass and weeds at the corner of Naugatuck and Bridgeport Avenues.  The Chair said that he would address that issue under New Business.

Ms. Ditchkus also noted upgrades to a number of shops.

C. Devon Day – Summer Events

Ms. Seltzer reported that it was the best run Devon Day yet but due to the heat, attendance was down.  The Committee is focusing on moving the event to the first Sunday after Labor Day next year.

There were some questions relating to the cost of the event.  Ms. Seltzer said she would provide that information.

D. The Clock

Mr. Gregory reported that the clock innards are chiming in his office.  His goal is to have the songs reprogrammed this week and placed back in the clock next week.

A motion was made and seconded to contact Platt Tech for ongoing maintainence of the clock.




PASSED UNANIMOUSLY

Senator Slossberg will contact Mr. LaPorte regarding this matter.

V. New Business

The Chair said that he was concerned about the appearance of Devon, the overgrown look, dirt, garbage, etc.  He asked if the Committee wanted to expand its mission to address beautification.  He was looking for ideas to motivate businesses to clean up their area.  Speaker Amann noted that Bridgeport had hired men to clean the gum off the sidewalk.  He wanted the State or the City to repaint the crosswalks.  There was discussion on the need for more trash receptacles.  The City is painting existing ones orange to deter theft.  The new ones installed on Bridgeport Avenue will be much heavier.  A request will be made to DOT to clean the road more often.

The issue of missing lampposts and lights out was addressed.  Senator Slossberg will draft a letter to be sent to Public Works regarding this issue.  Mr. Gregory will check with Devon Rotary regarding their support of the flagpole lights.

Ms. Ditchkus requested a “go-to” person at Public Works for Devon.  It was noted that a work order number should be obtained from PW in order to trace progress.

Speaker Amann brought up the movie “Righteous Kill” that shot a scene in Devon.  The movie will open on September 12, 2008.  He thought it would be nice to have some kind of event to commemorate the opening.  Also the Speaker said that we should put a diamond art in front of the Star Café where the scene was shot.

A motion was made and seconded to buy a diamond brick with the name of the movie, its stars, Al Pacino and

Robert Diniro and an image of the movie.

PASSED 4-1

Andy Charland reported that St. Ann Church and Naugatuck Avenue were flooded Saturday, August 2nd.  He inquired as to the status of the drainage work.  No one present had any information regarding the issue.  It will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Having no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Robert B. Gregory

Devon Liaison
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