WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

February 12, 2007         Meeting minutes 


The February meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Rich Coda. There were 22 people present.

The secretary’s report was submitted and accepted.

The treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted. The balance as of February 12, 2007 is $10,268.97.

President’s Report:
The following was cut and pasted from email

· Received an email from Rich Faun regarding the annual Farmers Market. A contact person is desperately required to coordinate with the state and vendors so that this event happens again this year. Basically from what I’m told, all the initial ground work has been completed; this position is only a contact for the state. The Farm Market practically runs itself. If interested please let me know Monday night.

· Still trying to develop a beach access at the end of Stowe. Some concerns have been raised by the residents of that street. The city is still working on the issue. I have recommended that the city use Laurel Av for the access. This idea might be included as an additional access with the Stowe access. More to follow under old business

· Have an appointment with Walt Nichols regarding the redevelopment project. Will be discussing streetscapes. Anyone that has ideas please bring them Monday night and we can discuss them. 

· Redesign of the end of Naugatuck Av still in the works. I personally would like to see another smaller pier where the drain pipe is. Any thoughts to that idea? More to follow under old business.

· Still seems to be problems in the Welton St area. I understand the police have been visiting the area frequently. 

· Also, I understand that the police have been very active in the area of Alpha’s. Several arrests have been made. 

· We need to keep up the vigilance and report anything we see or hear. By working together we can and WILL resurrect this corner of Milford and turn it into a ‘destination’.

Committee Reports:

Festival-Susan Patrick

· Sunday August 5, 2007

· Festival meetings will be held at 6:30pm on regular WBA meeting nights

· Susan Patrick asked for volunteers
· Plans are under way for a large tent, possibly for WB artists
· Discussion of the possible use of profits derived from the Festival and the 5K race –some suggestions included planting walnut trees, Homefront, a scholarship for an arts student and community projects.
· Motion carried to form a committee to research the feasibility of earmarking any festival profits for a “cause”

Membership-Elvira Prokoski
· Mailings of membership renewals complete

· Received 9 renewals

· 24 still outstanding

· 5 members deleted from roster

Firehouse: No Report
Block Watch: No Report
Stowe Farm-Peggy White
· Discussion of the fundamental design of the building underway. Drawings given to advisory committee members to be reviewed and discussed at the February meeting.

Publicity-Peggy White
· Press releases sent to announce February meeting

· Susan Patrick created a mailing list and designed postcards to remind members of meetings. Post cards will be sent monthly to start and eventually they will be sent quarterly. Peggy White thanked Susan Patrick for her hard work and enthusiasm.

Aldermanic Liaison-Joe Garbus
· Joe again spoke to Jim Amann about the promised $1 million. Joe suggests we send a letter to Gov Rell “bulleting” our achievements

· Joe thinks we need some kind of tourism center or kiosk in the area

· Boardwalk funds are there-we just need the engineering piece of it

· Linda Prokop asked about the façade improvements for the Connecticut Properties building

· Rich asked Joe to keep us in the loop about taxes and revaluation issues

· 16 of the 21 condos built are sold

P & Z- Nanci Seltzer
· Nanci is running for re-election
· Raps Plumbing has not come back to P&Z with a revised site plan and map

· President Coda questioned Nanci about the Naugatuck Avenue condos. He referred to building plans that were shown at a WBA meeting and said the buildings do not match what was presented. The original plans indicated that the building exteriors would be colorful and they are not. He also questioned the vinyl siding, lack of trim and the unattractive view the condos present with the air conditioners facing the street. He was told that trim is coming and as well as fencing around the AC units. President Coda asked if there was any recourse and was told that Mr. Sulkis had “signed off” on some units already. 
New Membership-Peggy White
The following is copied and pasted from the report that was emailed-thanks Peggy.
New Membership Committee:  Committee includes, Peggy white, Susan Patrick, Cathy Coda, Elvira Prokoski, and Leisa Gadzik.

The new membership committee meet immediately after the WBA meeting on January 22.  The following was discussed:

1. Asking for a budget of $500.00 to start with. We will need to vote on Monday February 12. 
2. Creating a mailing list to send post cards as reminders for the WBA meetings and other events that the association hosts, like the April open house and the WB Festival. 
3. Having a greeter at the meetings to welcome new members and have members sign the attendance sheet. 
Attendance will include e-mail addresses.  We encourage members to give their e-mail address so they can be notified of current events and notices.
4. Name tags for members to wear during the meetings.  Clip on holders for the tags will be purchased so members can wear them and return them at the end of the meeting. 
5. A new WBA Brochure will be designed, and the logo will be the same as the post card with the entrance arch saying “Walnut Beach”. This brochure will also include the New Membership Form. 
6. An Annual Walnut Beach Association Open House in April.  This year we would like to have it on April 9, 2007. We would like to invite the local businesses, residents and artists who are interested in joining the WBA and make it an event that Welcomes and informs everyone about us.  We will have refreshments, Susan Patrick has suggested Ice Cream! 
7. A gift Calendar to all members of the Association with the meeting dates highlighted. 
8. The WBA Website has been put on hold until we can get someone who would like to take on the project. 
At the February 12 meeting I would like to make a motion to vote on the budget of $500.00.

The post cards have completed and mailed.

The Greeting Table will have the Name Tags for everyone to wear.

The April 9, 2007 Open House date has been scheduled.

Anyone wanting to volunteer or assist the New Member Committee is welcome to meet with us immediately after this meeting. It will be very brief..

Old Business:

· Rich Faun emailed re: the Farmer’s Market-we need a point person for the State to contact. Barbara Godejohn volunteered-President Coda will contact Mr. Faun with her email.

· The end of Naugatuck Avenue project is still in progress. 

· Stowe Avenue beach access running into opposition from the neighbors-they site limited parking, traffic, safety and security as some of their concerns

· Police visit Welton Street regularly

· Arrests being made at Alfa Pizza

New Business:

· President Coda will present an amendment to the by-laws at the March meeting.

· Discussion about a temporary account for the festival committee to use-the treasurer will investigate whether this will jeopardize our 501C3 status.

· More discussion on spending the money in the WBA account-some suggestions included a playground, a scholarship and a pier at the end of Naugatuck Avenue-tabled until next month

· Elvira asked for help for a long time St Gabriel parishioner, Josephine Colagrossi, whose home and possessions were destroyed in a fire. The membership voted to give her $500

· Walnut Beach Spring Open Studio-In early May the community Art Venues along with local businesses will open their studios and galleries to herald the approaching spring and summer season. They want to establish said businesses as a point of destination for residents and regional consumers and to give added momentum to the progress already taking place in our community. A meeting to discuss will be held February 15 or 22. Contact Jerry Blackwell 230-9237,  Jerry<claynickel@optonline.net 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cathy Coda, Secretary

Next meeting: March 12, 2007 7:00pm Saint Gabriel Parish Hall
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