WEST SHORE ASSOCIATION

Milford, Connecticut
Monthly Meeting

February 2, 2006

Called to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by President Kim Rose.

Guest Speaker – Tom Ives, Block Grant Coordinator
Block Grant program was created during the Ford administration to assist urban needs and housing issues for low income families.  It is a 5 billion dollar program throughout the United States.  Cities/communities with 50,000 population or more qualify (Milford has approximately 52,000).  The number of communities that qualify has increased throughout the U.S., especially in the South.  Age of housing is also considered.  Congress can also fund special economic development issues (or pet projects).  See Regulations for guidelines (hand-out).  
Milford is expected to receive approximately $540,000 this year.  A public hearing will be held, where presentations of requests are presented.  Then a second public hearing will be held and the preliminary decision will be published and sent to the state for review and then to the national level.  

Milford has previously supported a variety of programs (see hand-out).  Only 15% can go to human interest areas (public service).  Regulations will not permit new construction.  We also work with non-profit organizations to raise funds to supplement funds.

Questions and Answers
Frank Goodrich – In the National Objectives – nowhere in HUD does it mention age.  If it is non-discriminatory, how can you target age groups?
Tom Ivers – It is against the law to discriminate.  The elderly are considered eligible.  There is a variety of regulations pertaining to age.  The primary goal is to assist low to moderate income population.  Certain activities may be ineligible (i.e. a child with a disability could be from a wealthy family).  

Suzanne Manning – can you explain why projects for Mary Taylor and St. Gabriel’s were supported?
Tom Ivers – if a facility such as a church or school is used for public use (i.e. AA meetings), the building may be eligible.  Mary Taylor has a community building that fell into disrepair.  The Fire Marshall said that it couldn’t be used until it meets code.  

Sheila Dean – would like to see strip down to Walnut Beach revitalized.  How would we go about applying?

Kim Rose– went to Devon Revitalization meeting – was told it would be 10-15 years down the road.

Tom Ivers– next part of the plan is to look at street trees, plantings, park benches, and lighting (St. Ann’s to Walnut Beach).  

To apply, submit a formal application, and then attend the hearing.  Check to see how much other projects have cost (public records).  Hearings will be in March and April (on City Website under Community Development).  
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Kelly Hanson– Walnut Beach funding has gone back many years.  


Tom Ivers– for the past ten years, a lot of work has been done at Walnut Beach.


Rob Masud– A lot of money was spent in the Devon Neighborhood, where was it spent?


Tom Ivers- $200,000 was spent on the intersection (i.e. burying electric wires, lighting,  etc.)

Tom Ivers– This year, looking at putting dollars in Parks and Playgrounds and have discussed the area of Broadway and Naugatuck – thinking about putting a round-about (possibly with a fountain).


Kim Rose– How do we go about applying?


Tom Ivers – 

1- determine cost by checking what other projects have cost.  Ask for a study to be done.

Sheila Dean – do we have to get an urban planner or landscape architect?  The amount of money for plans is very expensive.

Tom Ivers– you need to have a firm that has interdisciplinary areas.  
2- Get an application or letter of request on letterhead submitted.  Articulate interests, stating specific goals and objectives.  First, ask for money for urban planner.

Sheila Dean to work on letter (Tudor Road to Margaret Egan Center street).  Check public records for Devon revitalization.  US Geological Society might have access to aerial shots of area (mark what would like done on a map).  Frank Goodrichsuggested to state the full target area, but also state to do it in sections.
December Minutes

Accepted – 1st Larry Kozak, 2nd Sheila Dean
Treasurer Report – James Dean

Balance $77.83


Outstanding – postage $15.99 payable to Kelly Hanson and P.O. Box fee.

Old Business

Zoning  
· sign moved

· 477 Woodland (with boats and cars) complaint filed – nothing done – Frank Goodrich  will follow-up
· looking at splitting corridor (rezoning)

· Devon Revitalization looking for Village District status (could change CDD2 zoning)

· WBA wants and artist district

WSMS – signage was changed.

Kim Rose– lawsuit still in process (private suit)

Louis D’Amato –demolished a garage behind the gas station
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New Business

             Tree Removal on Intervale:  A discussion between Frank Goodrich and Rob Masud took place regarding tree removal on Intervale.  Apparently healthy trees were removed.  Frank mentioned that while campaigning he had several complaints from neighbors about the trees. Rob was unable to get any answers from any City agency as to why perfectly good trees were removed.  The tree commission was out but were not helpful and after the tree commission verified the fact that healthy trees were removed several more viable trees came down. 

Secretary – looking for nominations
WBA – Kelly Hanson reported – starting in March, one side will be worked on (Bpt Ave to Kingdom Life or Bpt Ave to St. Ann’s).  Clock arriving in February for park.  Sewer commission plans to upgrade Beaver Brook (Smith and Craft want to put in condos).

Eisenhower Park – petitions out.  Official plans have not been presented to the public; cut special interest groups have seen it.  Money coming from grants (resurrect summer camp, pool will be charged to use).  Camp and pool income will pay for upkeep.

Spruce Up – nothing to report.


Smith and Craft – Little information is available at this time

Re-zone Naugatuck Avenue Corridor – see other note.

Anti-Blight Law – mentioned at WBA.  Alderman shot down a couple of years ago.

Meeting Adjourned

At 9:05 p.m.


1st Larry Kozak  2nd James Dean
