WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 8, 2008 MEETING

The September 8, 2008 meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order by Peggy White, Secretary, at 7:10 p.m.  with the Pledge  of Allegiance.   President Jerry Blackwell was absent from the meeting, as well as vice president Connie Genoaucus.

Guests for this meeting were introduced:  Asst. Chief Cook of the Milford Fire Dept , and Officer Vaughn Dumas of the Milford Police Dept who will  both be speaking about Hurricane preparedness.  State Senator Gayle Slossberg was also in attendance.

The July 2008 secretary’s report was read and accepted.

The TREASURER’s report was read by Barbara Godejohn.  To date, we have $14,718.73 in the treasury.  There are still outstanding checks to come in from the festival from People’s bank, the City of Milford, High Tec Racing and StoneBridge for sponsorships.

CHIEF COOK was introduced and spoke on hurricane preparedness.  He asked that we be aware of what might be happening in the way of weather by listening to the radio, tv and newspapers.  He suggested we also  tune into 8-storm-2 (878-6762) for pre-recorded messages of what’s happening in our area.  Or, log into the city web site which is updated continually and that is www.ci.milford.ct.us and click on ‘red banner’ for actual updates as they happen.

OFFICER VAUGHN DUMAS also offered the MGAT tv station or MilfordPD.org for all pre-storm information.  In the event of an announcement telling us to evacuate, everyone should be aware of how to shut off your main gas, electric and water lines.  This is very important in the event of flooding.  Then get out and don’t return until the police tell you it is safe.  Also, pre-plan where you’re going in the event of an evacuation.  Know where you’re headed and alert anyone that you’ll be staying with that you’re on your way.  

In order to get the word out during an emergency situation, the police and fire departments will be contacting all key position holders in the area associations and then these key people will be in charge of disseminating this information to their members.

The Health Department is also distributing a kit regarding special disease or vaccinations needed.  They will be in touch with us to set up a meeting.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  Membership was reported by Elvia Prokoski.  Currently, we have 79 paid memberships with 13 still on the books but listed as non-paid.  Elvira will follow up with these non-paids to re-sign them for the new year.  New memberships will be  available starting in October, 2008.

FESTIVAL REPORT:  The festival report was read by Susan Patrick, chairperson of the festival for 2008.    Financially, the festival was a success.  We brought in $14,717 from sponsorship and registration fees.  Expenses were  $10,452 ,for a net profit of $4,264.  

The Festival board met during August and determined that we would break down the profits from our festival as follows:

            10% to St. Gabriel’s church               10% to the Firehouse Gallery

            10% to a Scholarship fund                 60% to a  larger project yet to be determined

            10% to home improvement upgrades

Determinations on what type of scholarship, home improvements, etc. are yet to be determined and a special meeting will be held by the Executive Board to make these determinations.

Good news was that the festival grew by double with the committed vendors.  The focus of the festival with be on the history of community and the city rather than a ‘fine arts’ festival.  We will be growing more in the ‘juried crafts’ area.  Negatives included ‘sectarian’ music event and we will keep all entertainment non-sectarian in the future.

Also, Publicity was not as good as we would have liked it and a special focus will be made on publicity next year.  

It was determined during the festival board meeting that there would be at least 4 committee heads who would then form sub-committes for the 2009 festival.

BOARD POSITIONS:  It was noted that September was the month for nominations for the Walnut Beach Association positions.  However, due to the absence of our President, we have tabled this to the October meeting.  Please everyone, think of whom you would like to nominate for these positions (President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer) and email that list to Peggy White, at peginbalance@sbcglobal.net.  We will be voting on these positions, as well as the membership committee chair, during the October meeting.

It was brought to our attention by Nanci Seltzer that  the Devon Asso. will be sponsoring the Night at the Movies on Sept. 20, which will be held at the Pavilion on Walnut Beach.  Attendance is Free.  Movie will be Pirates of the Caribbean.

In an effort to strengthen our association, it is suggested that we combine the Devon and Wildemere Beach Associations.  This again, will be tabled to our Oct. meeting.

Next Meeting, October 13, 7:00 p.m. at St. Gabriel’s Church hall.  This is an important meeting as we will be voting on new Board Members.  Please plan to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Lucille DeLorenzo

Recording Secretary

