MINUTES OF
WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

FEBRUARY 11, 2008
The February, 2008 meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Jerry Blackwell, President.  There were 18 people in attendance.

The Secretary’s report was read and accepted.

The Treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted.  The balance as of  Feb. 11, 2008 was $7,659.68 with a bill for postage and mailings in the amount of $25.36 outstanding.

President’s Notes-Jerry Blackwell

 President Blackwell announced that the goal of the association for 2008 would be to clean up the blighted properties along Naugatuck Avenue which are demeaning to the neighborhood.  He then introduced our first guest speaker, Dr. Dennis McBride of the Milford Health Dept, along with Sonia Divot of Milford’s Housing and Development Dept.

Dr. McBride talked about several properties in the area that are currently under investigation for blight and the steps to take necessary to get these matters cleaned up.  He explained that it is not an overnight process.  A property must be defined, be   proven to be dangerous to the area and persons, pictures must be taken, owners must be cited and given time to answer how they intend to clean up the property, and it must be determined if, in fact, it is in accordance to city health ordinances before they can move forward. He stated that in fact, it may take several years before any cleanup action can be taken by the city.  He explained that if the problem is an abandoned residence, the Health Dept. can move on it.  However, if it is commercial property, that would involve the Building Dept.
Several people on the floor brought up projects that should be looked into: In back of Stone St. (Beechwood Street) which is city owned property up for auction;  Rental properties 114-120 on Naugatuck avenue across from Shore Mart where garbage trucks keep passing by the garbage pails and allow them to collect ;  property on Naugatuck across from Ambrosia which is a commercial site and has been sold but is still sitting there with the rooftop falling in.

NOTE:  A formal complaint was made on the property across from Ambrosia since this building is highly damaged and is falling apart and is not only a health hazard but also a  personal hazard as children have been known to play in that area.

Ms. Divot has indicated that she would see that pictures would be taken of the property. She will meet with the building dept. and together they will go out and inspect the property.  But she did warn that there is a process involved and it will take time.  She will report back to us as soon as she has an answer on how to proceed.

The floor also mentioned several residences on Naugatuck that are not being taken care of and can potentially have lead paint, grass not being cut which leads to health hazards.

Both Dr. McBride and Ms. Divot are invited back again to report on the progress of these issues.

Next, President Blackwell introduced Milford Chamber of Commerce President & CEO, Kathleen Alagno and Membership Director, Nell Moll who were invited to speak to the Association about the possibility of WBA joining the Chamber.  

President Alagno spoke about the many varied programs that the Chamber promotes for the good of the city and the its many  membership organizations.  They have recently set up a trust fund allowing money for scholarships and grants.  There are currently over 30 non-profits that belong to the Chamber such as the Lions Club, the Rotary, Jaycees, United Way, Boys & Girls club, Oyster Festival, etc.

Three goals every organization tries to achieve when putting on an event are: 1, to have new blood get involved in organizing events; 2. get people/organizations to sponsor events, and 3.  get people to attend. 

The Chamber would help us, through membership, by publicizing   The Walnut Beach Association’s Art Festival , (our largest fund raiser each year),  allow networking opportunities, give us an Internet link to their website, allow us use of community resources and allow us a description of our Association and our mission to appear on their web which has approximately 14,000 hits per month.
The Chamber last year set up a program called the”WAVE” program. It is based on the fact that Milford is becoming a “destination for vacationers” and we need to live up to that goal.  The #1 thing to do on vacation is shop.  Each vacationer spends $195 pp/per day for hotel and food in addition to the monies they bring in while visiting the retail shops, museums, waterfronts, etc.

From 4th of July through Labor Day, the Chamber sponsors a bus system which allows boaters docking at the harbor, vacationers at hotels and even city residents a bus system which will pick you up and drop you off to the restaurant of your choice, or the mall, or the beachfront, etc., and then when you’re ready to return home, will pick you up and drive you home – all at no cost to the participant!  The program proved very popular last year and this year, they are hoping to convince area businesses to invest in this piece of the trip.  Membership is $300 for the season for businesses.  It would also bring visitors to our beaches which would promote the visitors to shop and eat in the area.
There will be a Tourism Summit sponsored by the New Haven Chamber, in April which will be bringing in tourist agents from Germany, England and Ireland, espousing the benefits of  making the Greater New Haven area a true tourist area and putting together different tour destinations.  Tourism is a very vital part of our economy.

A vote will be taken at the March meeting to decide if WBA should join the Milford Chamber of Commerce.

President Blackwell announced that both Bob Gregory of the City and Suzanne Manning, our WBA Alderman, will be speakers at the March, 2008 meeting.
WBA Festival – Susan Patrick

Susan has applied for grant money that will help us with the Arts Festival.  She will be holding the first meeting of the different committees after the March meeting.  If you’d like to be a part of a committee, please plan to stay after the regular meeting for direction.

Revitalization-


Last month, it was reported that the 1M grant for revitalization was hinged on 


100K by John Schwecke.  Apparently, there were some miscommunications and


we do not need to depend on this money in order to receive our $1M.  This will be


discussed further at next month’s meeting.

There was no other new or old business to be discussed.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Lucille DeLorenzo, Recording Secretary

The next meeting of the Walnut Beach Association will be held on Monday, March 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in Saint Gabriel’s Parish Hall.  We thank you for your participation, and ask that you bring a friend or neighbor to this meeting.
