WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

April 9, 2007       Meeting minutes 


The April meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order at 7:00pm by President Richard Coda. There were 29 people in attendance. The business meeting was short in order to allow time for an Open House to promote the association.

The secretary’s report was submitted and accepted.

The treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted. The balance as of April 9, 2007 was $9,856.55. The treasurer sent a check for $100 to the Alzheimer’s Association in memory of Carol Garbus’ mother.
President’s Report

· Contacted Bill McCarthy, Recreation Director regarding garbage at Walnut Beach. He will issue a work order to have it cleaned up. He will also look into the possibility of covers for the trash barrels. Seems Gulf beach had these but somebody took not just the covers but also the entire trash barrel.

· Received a call from a member concerned about the graffiti at Walnut Beach. I left a message and also emailed Bill McCarthy, Recreation Director about this and requested that this also be cleaned up at the earliest opportunity. 

· End of Naugatuck Ave project still progressing. Bob Gregory will be speaking with the Mayor about this project.

· Costa Azzura Restaurant had a dinner/comedy show this past weekend, which brought many visitors to our corner of Milford. I believe we need more of this type activity to highlight our area. There will be another show like this at Aldarios on April 27th. Go to http://www.aldarios.com/ for information on this show.

· Tuesday Night at 7PM at City Hall Auditorium the P&Z appeals board will meet. Item number 8 concerns 63 Laurel corner of Stowe requesting a variance of lot size.
Committee Reports

Membership 

· Elvira reports 1 renewal and 4 new applications

Festival

· Volunteers are needed

· $200 1st prize for the Wall of Art winner-the winner creates a mural for this years Festival-all students are encouraged to submit an entry

· There is space available under the tent for Walnut Beach resident artists-there is no charge-Clay Nickel Studio has the applications
· Plans are under way to provide area businesses with a Walnut Beach flag to display the day of the Festival & on other special occasions

· 5K race will begin the day at 8:30am with the children running first

Stowe Farm

· Drawings are nearly done. Tom Ivers brought the latest updates tonight.

· There are currently no plans for outside use

Block Watch

· One call about drinking at the end of Laurel Avenue

Publicity

· Press releases were sent to local newspapers. Peggy White invited Jill Dion to attend our Open House and she also asked Gail Caro to photograph the event.

P & Z

· Quiet
New Membership

· 1st Annual Open House/Ice Cream Social. This gives us an opportunity to talk about the Walnut Beach Association, what our purpose is, now and in the future. Annual membership is $10. Sign up sheets are available for anyone wishing to sign up to work on a committee. We are open to new ideas and new committees. Ice cream was donated by Susan Patrick, owner of the Walnut Beach Creamery. 

Aldermanic

· No report

Old Business

· Tom Ivers spoke about the “end of Naugatuck Avenue” project being a land easement issue. When asked for a timeline for the proposed improvements Tom speculated next spring or summer for a start date. Tom also spoke about the Stowe Avenue project; it has been approved by the Parks and Recreation Department. A CAM report has been requested. Plans are in place for “pedestrian friendly” signage and plantings. 

· The amendments to the by-laws were passed; the President will have updated copies at the May meeting.

· A member asked if it is known which businesses have signed up for facade improvements. President Coda will inquire.

· May 5 is Spring Fest day in Walnut Beach from 11am-4pm. Call Jerry Blackwell for information. Planned activities:
· Mayor Richetelli will be the key note speaker

· Stowe property artists will be open for business and tours

· Fire house Gallery will be open all day, as will the Walnut Beach Creamery, Clay Nickel Studio and Ortiz Upholstery, who will give out piñatas in honor of Cinco de Mayo

· ReMax will have units open for viewing at the new condo complex

· St. Gabriel has activities planned

· Public hearing on block grants April 24

New Business

· Josephine Collagrossi’s thank you note was read into the minutes

· Suzanne and Mike Urban have drafted a petition outlining their problems with Alfa Pizza and they have requested that the WBA send a letter to the owner of the property. Linda Prokop made a motion and the membership voted to contact our attorney and ask him to send the letter. Cathy Coda will contact our attorney.

· The Urbans have developed an artists blog

· The Outreach Committee met and had the following suggestions

· Decorated garbage can lids

· Benches at Walnut Beach

· More sea grass/plants

· Concession stand

· Music

· Will the Devon Rotary help

· April 30 is the groundbreaking for the Good Shepard Daycare

· The raffle winner was Jim Winkleman

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine  Coda, Secretary

Next meeting to be held June 11, 2007 at Saint Gabriel Parish Hall.
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