WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

May 14, 2007        Meeting minutes 


The May meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order at 7:00pm by President Richard Coda. There were 28 people in attendance. 

The secretary’s report was submitted and accepted.

The treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted. The balance as of May 14, 2007 was $9243.22. The treasurer reports that we need to renew our insurance riders for the Walnut Beach Festival, 5K race and the Stowe Farm storage area.

President’s Report

· Received several correspondences; two about the firehouse gallery and one about the City Haz Mitigation Plan 

· The mitigation plan has been developed so that in the event of a disaster then FEMA will look favorably towards assisting in restoration. FEMA has already said that the plan is good; it just has to go thru the steps of a public hearing, etc.

· Spoke to Bob Gregory; he is meeting with the Condo owners to discuss easements at the end of Naugatuck Av so that we can proceed with the redesign of the beach entrance

· Attended the FIRST Walnut Beach Spring Fest; I believe all in attendance had a fantastic time as I know the business owners saw an increase in foot traffic. The insides of the new condos are terrific. 

· Notified the city to clean out storm drains in the area. They finally showed up today. If any were missed please let me know or contact public works at 783-3265 option 0.
Committee Reports:
Festival-Susan Patrick

· Local artists are signing up to be “under the big tent”

· Bank of America is sponsoring the Wall of Art with a donation of $700

· Flyers are going out to promote the festival

· Food vendors in place

· Need volunteers to direct traffic during the 5K

· Someone in attendance questioned whether writers could be in the “artists” area and were told yes

· Daphne Blackwell is in charge of the “Big Tent”

Membership-Elvira Prokoski

· Elvira made calls to 16 people who had not responded to her renewal request. 3 responded “yes”

· Elvira received 1 renewal and 6 new applications

Farmer’s Market-Barbara Godejohn
· The Farmer’s Market will run from July 9 through October
· Head farmer is Sabrina Santora
· Letters went out to the farmers about fees, insurance, etc
· We must make sure the area is clean-letter to Bruce Kolwicz about sweeping and providing trash barrels
· We should have a Walnut Beach Association table during the hours of the Farmer’s Market to provide information to those attending 
Outreach
· no report
Stowe Farm-Peggy White
· no meeting this month

· still working with architects

Blockwatch-Mike Caro
· Quiet

Publicity-Peggy White
· Publicity releases went out

Aldermanic Liaison-Joe Garbus
· No report

P & Z-Nanci Seltzer
· Proposed duplex at 108 Naugatuck Avenue-there is a plan available to review

· Beach Shore Village can’t close on several units until P & Z gives approval-the owner is requesting amendments to the original site plan

New Member Committee-Peggy White
· Our first Open House was a success-6 new members signed up

Revitalization
· Rich is working with Walt Nichols on the re-design of Naugatuck Avenue

Old Business
· Copies of the revised amendments are available

· Jolly Jug and Howard’s have not signed on for the façade improvements-they are the only 2

· The secretary reported her conversation with our Pro Bono attorney Charles Needle in reference to the Alfa situation-he will contact the property owner and apprise him of the situation
· The Urbans report continued disturbances. They contacted the Liquor Commission. 

New Business
· The esplanade on Monroe Street needs to be mowed and cleaned up. President Coda will call Public Works

· New member Rosette Liberman also sited litter, old furniture and debris on Walnut Avenue  as well as loitering at the Rec Center

· We need additional trash receptacles-President Coda will contact Bruce Kolwicz of  Public Works

· Question from the audience- Mr. Gold asked if the WBA had considered addressing the assessment issue as a group. Mr. Gold had it done privately and the amount came in much lower than the city’s. He feels if the neighborhood associations get together they will have more clout. President Coda will contact other associations.
· President Coda read a letter from Angela Gartz requesting funding to purchase folding display boards for her art students so they can take their art into the community. After some discussion it was decided to invite Angela to the June meeting to give more specifics on her request.

· The first Devon Day event is a concert on May 19 by “Mid Life Crisis”. All are welcome.

The meeting adjourned at 8:25pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Coda, Secretary

The next meeting of the Walnut Beach Association will be held on Monday June 11, 2007 at 7:00pm in Saint Gabriel Parish Hall. 
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