WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION

May 8, 2006 Meeting minutes 


The monthly meeting of the Walnut Beach Association was called to order by Vice President Mike Caro at 7:05PM. There were 19 people in attendance.

The secretary’s report was submitted and accepted. 
The treasurer’s report was submitted and accepted. The balance as of May 8, 2006 was $4,726.13. Barbara has made arrangements for the necessary insurance riders for the 5K race and WB Festival.
President’s Report:

Mike read the President’s report submitted by Rich Coda via email from Spain.
· Sent letter to Chief of Police regarding youths playing ball on  John St

· Received a letter from concerned resident about youths congregating at Walnut Beach parking lot and on private property adjoining it and the apartment/condos. Referred that to the Vice President for further investigation/resolution.

· Received a request from a previous resident of Laurel Avenue who now lives in the new trailer park near Woodmont. This individual wants to speak with someone from the association regarding the association set up at the park. I have requested that the Vice President work on this to see if we can assist in any way.

· Am attempting to arrange for a musical group to play at the official dedication of the pavilion on May 21. Day should start with a concert around 2pm and end with a movie in the early evening. Possibly we could arrange for our group, or another non-profit, to sell refreshments-NO ALCOHOL. Nancy Seltzer is the liaison between WBA and the Devon Rotary.
· The sound system for WB Festival entertainment is all set. One musical group has committed, waiting for replies from the others.

· Received email from a Welton St resident regarding the issue noted in the first bullet.
· Received correspondence regarding planned rehab of Naugatuck Avenue. Am told that attempts to schedule the plans and presenter are in the works for the June 12 meeting.

· Received correspondence from Rich Faun re: the Farmers Market. Scheduled opening is Monday July 10 3-6pm and continuing every Monday. This will be held in the WB parking lot. Bill McCarthy from the Recreation Dept is supporting the program as well as the State Agriculture Dept. We should be getting flyers to distribute.

Mike Caro shared the power point presentation given by Richard Faun to the Parks and Recreation Dept on the subject of a Farmers Market. All in attendance gave a round of applause to Mr. Faun for all his hard work.

Walt Nichols was in attendance and gave an update on the progress of the condos/retail space under construction on the site of the old Walnut Beach Plaza. He told us the 

developers are providing $400,000 to an improvement program for the existing stores on Naugatuck Avenue. This will be a matching program where store owners would share in the costs associated with “sprucing up” their property. Walt will be meeting with property owners and Bob Gregory. The retail space facing Naugatuck Avenue should be ready in September. The phase 1 condos on East Broadway are sold out. The 2 bedroom units are selling in a range of $370,000-$395,000. The entire project should be complete by the end of 2007. The storefronts do face the street.
Committee Reports:
· Block Watch-Mike re-stated the issue of the youths at the condos damaging property and trespassing. The Condo Association sent a letter to the police authorizing them to arrest trespassers. Mike encouraged those condo residents in attendance to consider membership in the WBA, thereby increasing their “voice”. Mike will invite Chief Mello to discuss the issue in 2 months. It was also suggested that all the condos get together to hire some security. Mike read a letter from Peggy White re: youth’s on Welton St. 
· Membership-Elvira reports 45 memberships received-total 63

· Festival-Susan Patrick asked about permits, public works and the Housing Authority-the secretary will check with President Coda. Walt Nichols and Wendy Weir are sponsoring the 5K. Susan will invite the Devon Rotary to participate in the Festival. There was some discussion of having a music event at the Stowe Farm the Saturday before the festival, possibly Jazz on the lawn. MaryAnn Spangler asked out signs. Marty will help get them from the Stowe Farm where they are stored. 
· Firehouse Gallery-MaryAnn reports that the current exhibit is Textiles. There is a children’s program every month. The Gallery committee is looking for signage outside. They need volunteers and new artists. 

· Cookbook-no report

· Beautification-no report

· Aldermanic Liaison-no report

· P & Z- Nanci Seltzer distributed a newspaper article about Naugatuck Avenue and the 19 units D’Amato will construct-they will all be residential. The issue of an honorary name change for Bridgeport and Naugatuck Avenues-the presentation needed more visual-Nanci is working on the pavilion dedication

· Revitalization-no report

Old Business:
· Farmers Market- the question was raised as to whether it can stay open until 7pm instead of 6pm to accommodate those that work. Where does the $10 fee/farmer go? Who cleans up?
New Business:

· The WB Association will send flowers or a plant and a card to Dick Anderson.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Coda, Secretary
Next meeting: June 12, 2006 7:00pm
