WALNUT BEACH ASSOCIATION 
MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2010

The Walnut Beach Association’s monthly meeting was called to order by President Joe Garbus at 7:05 pm on Monday, April 12th, 2010.  The meeting was held at St. Gabriel Parish Hall, 26 Broadway.  Membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Fourteen members were present including President - Joe Garbus, Treasurer - Leisa Gazdik, and Secretary - Donna TurnerWoods.  Vice President Laura Ambrogio was absent.
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes of last meeting (March 2010) were not read since mailing of minutes to the members is taking place.  A motion was made by Paula Smith to accept the minutes as read and was seconded by Lucille Grasso.

Treasurer’s Report:  Was read and is attached.
President’s Report:  President Joe Garbus introduced 3rd District Aldermen - Marty Hardiman, Paula Smith and Frank Goodrich.  President Garbus reported on:
· Enhancement Committee:  The Enhancement Committee meets the first Tuesday of each month.  The plans for the area are moving along on schedule.
· The Boardwalk:  construction has stopped for three (3) months for nesting time. 
· Blight:  Two complaints were filed concerning Benham & Stowe.  The Health Department has acted on it and has taken care it.    
· Festival:  Laura Ambrogio, Vice President and Chairman of the Walnut Beach Arts Festival on vacation. Banners for sponsorships are available.  When she returns things will go forward.

President Garbus introduced our guest speaker, Tom Ivers, Community Development Office.  The subject “Block Grants.”  Mr. Ivers explained the grants that the City of Milford has received, i.e., Stimulus & Dept. of Energy grants, State grants, and Capital grants.  The Community Block Grant has also been given to us, we are the second smallest city in the State to receive it.  Milford will be receiving more this year up about $30,000 from last year ($530K/2009 to $575K/2010.)

Mr. Ivers continued that the participation of the citizens of Milford is very important and therefore the Citizen Participation Plan – a 5-year plan must be completed.  This being the 5th year for the plan a new one must be completed for the next five (5) years. Public meetings will be held to discuss the needs of Milford, questions and answers, the development process and proceedings - certain needs such as, affordable housing (rent/purchase, senior); housing stock; handicap issues; crime fall under the criteria.

Moneys for beautification come out of general funding, which includes: street improvement; tree plantings; visual aesthetics; gazebo at the end of Naugatuck Avenue; etc.

Copies of the report from last years distribution of the Grant funding are available for anyone to review. 

Membership Report:  Elvira Prokoski requested permission to contact members who did not return their renewal membership to confirm their participation or not (a total of nine (9) outstanding renewals.)

Beautification Committee:  Chairman Dave Cameron will be contacting the members of the Committee to begin the year.  It was discussed as to the process of whom to contact regarding drainpipes that empty into the sound.  Contact the Public Works Dept. and the Health Dept. who in turn will contact the Army Corp. of Engineers.  It was brought to the Association’s attention the  Army Corp of Engineers are presently doing a study regarding the beaches in Milford.

Block Watch Committee:  Joe Chindemi did not attend the meeting. If there is any need, Joe can be contacted at (203) 395-2341.  ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP TO BE CAPTAIN OF THEIR STREET, PLEASE CONTACT JOE CHINDEMI.

Website:  Marty Lippman spoke about the website and it needed updating. 

Mr. Lippman also reported on his duties concerning the Walnut Beach Arts Festival:
· Liability Insurance coverage must meet the criteria outlined by the City of Milford, which is $5M coverage at an approximate cost of $2,200. 
· Port-a-potties were ordered, $350. Will be delivered 7/31/10
· Followed-up with Health Dept. – new permit applications need to be completed – forwarded to Lucille DeLorenzo
· Special Use License required for 5-K Race – Filing with State DEP for use of Nettleton Avenue.
· Keys for bathrooms at pavilion needed
· Special Needs requirements
· Application completed and filed with Parks Dept.
· Police coverage to be requested in July.
· Oyster Festival will lend us Recycling cans for collection of soda cans and bottles.

A motion was made by Paula Smith to accept all reports as read and was seconded by John Powers.

Old Business:
· Alderman Paula Smith reminded the membership of the Public Service Day or Public Safety Day that is scheduled for Saturday, May 1st from 9 am to noon.  It will be held at Wildemere Beach Congregational Church, in Wildemere Beach.  The Milford Fire and Police will be available to discuss fire safety and bike/infant seat safety.  The Health Department will be also available to discuss safety measures against h1n1/bird flu/hepatitis viruses.  All beach areas are invited to attend.  Walnut, Wildemere, Laurel, Myrtle and Cedar beaches.
· Funding from Enhancement Committee will concentrate on the Stowe property pushing for a safe and sound building before it will get to the point that it’s beyond repair.
· John Powers, Organizer of the Walnut Beach Clean-Up Day reminded the membership of the upcoming event on Saturday, May 1st.  He stated that Simon Lake, West Shore, and Pumpkin Delight schools are going to be printing and handing out the flyers.  The schools will also participate in the clean up.  Bags and gloves will be handed out.  A coupon for a free ice cream at the Walnut Beach Creamery will be handed out to those who will participate.

New Business:
· Paula Smith announced that Wildemere Beach Association has decided to join in on the Beach Clean-Up Day.  It will be a joint effort for both beaches to be cleaned.  She will be obtaining the garbage bags from the Public Works Dept. for both Walnut and Wildemere beaches.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm

Respectfully submitted,


Donna M. TurnerWoods
Secretary

Walnut Beach Association Treasurer’s Report as of 4/9/2010

Previous Balance	$ 13,279.77	(Balance as of March 8, 2010)
Deposits	10.00	(Deposits of Memberships)
Deposits	    1,000.00
Total of Deposits	$1,110.00
Subtotal	$ 14,389.77
		  + 2.71	(Interest for checking acct for 2/16/10 to /15/10)
Subtotal	$ 14,392.48
Less Cash Withdrawal	      (120.00)	(Cash for Walnut Beach clean Up on 5/1/10 to John Powers for supplies, misc. expenses)
Less checks written		(600.00)	(Billboard for WB Festival on 8/1/10)
		(370.00)	(WBA – one year renewal fee for Milford Chamber of Commerce)
		(207.57)	(Printing for various items/forms for WB Festival, & Postage under printer’s bulk permit to Allegra Printers)
		(525.00)	(Deposit for Hot Cat Jazz Band for Emerald Room Concert on 7/31/10)
		(30.00)	(Exp reimbursement to Susan Patrick for mailing list purchased from City of Milford Assessor’s Office)
		(96.68)	(Exp reimbursement to Susan Patrick for WB 2009 Christmas Party)
		(88.71)	(Allegra printing for forms for 5K race & Literature for WBAF)
New Balance		$ 12,354.52	(as of 4/9/10)

Respectfully Submitted,
Leisa Gazdik, Treasurer, WBA
